Court hints at freedom for Honecker 

BERLIN (R)-^-- Berlin's constitutional court opened the way Tuesday for 
fiuiuer East German leader Erich Honecker to be (reed from jail, saying 
bisajntinued unprisoflment breached basic human rights. Mr. Honecker, 
RQ.'Wfoo is grave? ifl with liver cancer, has been bn trial since November 
08 mandaoghter charges arising from shootings at the Berlin Wall. The 
coral's nine judges said they were not empowered to order Mr. 
H on cd vrr ’s release bat the German constitution's protection of human 
rights meant auiuuual court must deddc as soon as possible whether t o' 
free him. A spokesman for the Berlin justice ministry said the Berlin 
criminal cowl's three professional judges and two lay judges were meeting 
behind -dosed doors. The constitutional country's riding annulled the 
erteina! court's previous decisions on keeping Mr. Honecker in investiga- 
tive custody and his three defence lawyers said he could be freed later in 
the day. But the justice ministry spokesman said Mr. Honecker could not 
be released on Tuesday because another court could not meet until 
Wednesday to dedde whether to lift a second arrest warrant against him. 
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Some Arabs signing chemical ban 

CAIRO (AP) — Some Arab countries plan to sign an international 
agreement banning chemical weapons, Egypt and the Arab League’s 
secretary-general said Tuesday. Such a move would violate a joint Arab 
decision to protest brad’s nuclear weapons policy by refusing to sign. 
. Neither Egypt’s foreign minister, Amr Mousa, nor Secretary-General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid would divulge who was breaking ranks within the 
Arab League, which comprises 20 states and the Palestine Liberation 
Organ isDon (PLO). Last September, the Arab Leaguc voted unanimously 
at a council session in Cairo not to sign the chemical agreement until Israel 
joins the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. As late as Monday, Mr. 
Mousa reminded reporters of the decision's unanimity. "All the Arab 
countries will respect this decision not to sign unless Israel lakes steps 
towards nudear non-proliferation,” he said. The United States, Russia 
and around 120 other countries are expected to rien the chemical pact in 
Paris during three-day ceremonies opening Wednesday. One Arab 
diplomat speaking on condition of anonymity said at least three from the 
Arab bloc also will sign: Algeria and Two Arab states of the Gulf region. 
The diplomat would not name them. 
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‘Damascus ID* calls 
? ter strike 

“DAMASCUS (R) — An alliance 
- » of 10 hardline Palestinian groups 
called Tuesday for a general 
strike in the Israeli-occupied 
-West Bank and Gaza Strip Sun- 
' ‘day ini solidarity with more than 
*• 480- Palestinians expelled by 

Israel. The Damascus-based 
fl alliance also called on Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories 
ftfij to stage protests outside the 

houses of Palestinians involved in 
peace negotiations with Israel to 
urge them pull out of the talks. 
’■ They also urged Palestinians to 
'> visit tile families of the men Israel 
' . expelled to Sooth Lebanon on 

Dec. 17. “We ask all Palestinians 
inside the occupied Arab territor- 
ies to participate in a general 
strike on Jan. 17 to show solidar- 
ity with the evictees,” the alliance 
>: said in a statement. It also urged 

Palestinians in Syria, Lebanon 
and Jordan to stage similar pro- 
tests on Jan. 17 and 18. 


Reynolds reelected 
Irish premier 

DUBLIN (R) — The Irish parlia- 
ment, ending almost two months 
of political turmoil, Tuesday 
elected Albert Reynolds to head 
a coalition government with the 
hugest majority m the history of 
Ireland. Mr. Reynolds, the big 
loser in last November's inconclu- 
sive general election, was 
reelected prime minister by 102- 
60 votes after hammering out a 
coalition deal with the resurgent 
Labour Party headed fay former 
Irish rugby international Dick 
Spring. The alliance, the fust 


alliance, the fust 


Iraqis continue to remove Umm 
Qasr equipment; allies furious 

Iraqi missiles again ‘operational’; U.S. says 
no new warning will be issued before action 


Ctanbiiied agency dispatches 

TENSION HEIGHTENED 
Tuesday between Iran and U.S.- 
led allies as unarmed Iraqi work- 
ers crossed the disputed border 
area with Kuwait for the third 
straight day to remove equipment 
from a former Iraqi naval base. 

U.S. officials also reported that 
Baghdad had been moving anti- 
aircraft missile batteries around 
the southern and .northern “no- 
fly” zones in defiance of demands 
to remove them. 

President George Bush’s press 
secretary called the situation “a 
matter of extreme concern” and 
said Iraq would receive no further 
warning to halt such actions. 

Abdul Latif Kabbaj , spokes- 
man for U.N. observers in -the 
demilitarized zone along the Iraq- 
Kuwait border, said about 150 


Iraqis in civilian clothes entered 
the zone Tuesday to continue 
removal of equipment from the 
Umm Qasr base. 

“They are demolishing build- 
ings and taking whatever they can 
— windows, cables, everything.” 
Mr. Kabbaj said. 

He said the Iraqis were not 
-armed but again had failed to get 
the required prior approval from 
the United Nations for the work. 

The latest foray came a day 
after the U.N. Security Council 
criticised earlier raids and deman- 
ded that Baghdad return anti-ship 
missiles it seized on Sunday. 

'Things are clearly indicating 
that one of the piUars of the 
ceasefire resolution is under- 
mined,” said Hungarian Ambas- 
sador Andre Erdos. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Bosnian Serbs accept 
proposals for peace 


Sahaf: Iraq has U.N. permission 
to take its property from border 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammad Saeed A1 Sahaf 
Tuesday rejected accusations that his country had violated Gulf war ceasefire 
terms and said had United Nations approval to remove Iraqi 

equipment from territory winch the world body has defined as part of Kuwait. 

“There is no Iraqi incursions into Kuwait,” Mr. Sahaf told Jordan 
Television in an interview upon his return from Cairo after attending an Arab 
League foreign ministers 1 meeting. “I think (the report of incursions) is 
disinformation; or for sure it is distortion.” 

According to the minister, Iraq had readied agreement with Major- 
General Dibuama, commander of the United Nations Iraq-Kuwait Observer 
Mission (UNIKOM), to remove “all Iraqi property ... huge amounts of things 
that should be evacuated ... (from) the Umm Qasr naval base before Jan. IS.” 
“A big part of this naval base is now on the other side of die line ... after 
they (the U.N.) imposed the new demareation line.” Mr. Sahaf said referring 
to the new Iraq-Kirwait borders defined by a U.N. team. Iraq has refused to 
accept die new borders. 

Mr. Sahaf told Jordan Television that UNIKOM had informed the U.N. 
headquarters of the agreement with Iraq to remove the equipment from Umm 
Oasr. “The evacuation was (conducted) with the full consent of UNIKOM 
and the U.N.,” he said. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israel proposes halting 
nuclear weapons spread 


between. Labour and the ruling 
Hanna Fail (Soldiers of Destiny) 
party, has agreed on a five-year 
blueprint for change,- promising 
to create 30,000 jobs in a flagging 
economy and defend the punt 
against speculators. * 


Nureyev laid to rest 

PARIS (R) — Stars of the dance 
world thronged to the funeral of 
.Rudolf Nureyev at the Paris 
Opera House Tuesday in a last 
homage to the temperamental 
genius widely regarded as this 
century’s greatest ballet dancer. 
Hundreds of ballet fans pressed 
against police barriers outside the 
lavish 19th century theatre in 
central Paris as six soloists of the 
Paris Opera Ballet hoisted a plain 
wooden coffin on to then shoul- 
ders and carried it into the entr- 
ance. Nureyev, who defected 
from the Soviet Union to the 
West in 1961, spellbinding audi- 
ences around the world for three 
decades, died last Wednesday at 
54 of a protracted and wasting 
disease widely believed to be 
AIDS. 


Iran gets 25th 
province 

NICOSIA. (AP) — The Iranian 
parliament Tuesday passed a bill 
to divide East Azerbaijan and 
form a separate central Azerbai- 
jan province, the Islamic Repub- 
oc News Agency (IRNA) re- 
ported Tuesday. The agency, 
monitored in Nicosia, said East 
Azerbaijan would be given a new 
provincial capital, Ardebfl. The 
ament provincial capital at Tab- 
riz wili go to central Azerbaijan. 
IRNA said in October that the 
new province, Iran’s 25th, would 
.be named Sabalan. It did not say 
why tins name was dropped. 


U& navy ship stuck 
near Suez entrance 

PORT SAID ( AP) — U.S. Navy 
teduuaans came to the rescue 
Tuesday of a Somalia-bound car- 
go vessel stuck on a bouy near the 
entrance of the Suez Canal. Can- 
al officials said the vehicle cargo 
ship Capeila has been stranded 
since .fast Thursday, its anchor 
locked into a light-bearing 
navigation buoy. About eight 
kilometres off Port Said harbour, 
af the canal 's northern entrance, 
as (be ship arrived in a storm for 
Its passage from the Mediterra- 
nean to die Red Sea, its anchor 
came into contact with the buoy, 
officials said. They said canal 
authority technicians were unable 
to free the ship beeanse of con- 
tinuity bad weather. It was then 
-decided to bring in the seven U.S. 
Navy . specialists who arrived 
Tuesday, The Capeila is bound 
for strife-torn Somalia. 


GENEVA (AP) — The leader of 
Bosnia's Serbs Tuesday accepted 
peace proposals for the war- 
sbattered country, a break- 
through towards a settlement af- 
ter nine months of brutal fighting. 

Radovan Karadzic said he 
told mediators Cyrus Vance and 
Lord Owe'ti be bad given up bis 
demand for a separate Serb state 
within Bosnia, which had blocked 
the four-month-old peace talks 
on former Yugoslavia. 

There was no immediate word 
from Mr. Vance and Lord Owen. 

Mr. Karadzic confirmed that 
he bad agreed to a constitutional 
framework proposed by the 
mediators, subject to approval by 
the Bosnian Serbs’ assembly 
within a week. 

“This b a very important and 


essentia] step toward peace,” said 
Serbian _ President -Slobodan 
Milosevic, at the Geneva talks for 
tire first time. “The basic princi- 
ples have been accepted by all 
delegations.” 

Mr. Karadzic's apparent con- 
cession came at the end of the 
three days of intensive lobbying 
by ids mentor Milosevic, whose 
fervent nationalism the West has 
blamed for triggering war in 
Croatia and Bosnia, and Yugos- 
lav President Dobrica Cos ic. 

Mr. Cosic's spokesman Dra- 
goslav Rancic said “friendly per- 
suasion” was used on Mr. Karad- 
zic.” 

The Constitutional plan would 


(Continued on page 5) 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israel, which 
.is widely believed to have a nuc- 
lear arsenal, said Tuesday it 
would propose for the first time 
this week halting the spread of 
nudear weapons in the Middle 
East. 

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
will make the proposal in a 
speech in Paris where at least 115 
countries are expected to sign a 
U.N. treaty banning chemical 
weapons, an official said. 

“He will develop the idea of a 
non-proliferation zone for non- 
conventional arms, including nuc- 
lear, but only when there is peace 
in the region and that's a little bit 
of a new idea." foreign ministry 
spokeswoman Tam ar Sam ash 
said. 

“Until now when we talked of 


non-con ventional arms, we were 
not including tfrp nuclear 
weapons part.” she' said. 

Foreign media and academic 
reports say Israel has nudear 
arms although it refuses to con- 
firm or deny them existence. 

Israeli offidals say only that the 
Jewish state will not be the first to 
introduce nuclear arms to the 
region. 

Israel is the only country at 
Middle East peace talks which 
refuses to open its nudear in- 
stallations to international inspec- 
tion. Syria changed its mind in 
February, agreeing to grant ac- 
cess to the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA). 

Joseph Alpber, deputy head of 

(Continued on page 5) 


Tourabi: Sudan army 
rulers to step down 


KHARTOUM (R) — Hassan 
Tourabi, leader of an Islamic 
fundamentalist movement which 
dominates Sudanese politics, said 
Tuesday Sudan’s military rulers 
would step down in the next few 
weeks or months. 

He told Reuters in an interview 
that the Revolution Command 
Council (RCC) which took power 
in a coup in 1989 was now a 
“token” body which rarely met 
and was no longer needed. 

Dr. Tourabi said the RCC, 
whose chairman Omar Hassan Al 
Bashir is head of state, would 
dissolve itself. 

The country’s Transitional 
National Assembly, an appointed 
parliament, would dedde who 
should be bead of state and would 
govern until parliamentary elec- 
tions expected in late 1994 or 


early 1995. 

“It’s not a coup,” Dr. Tourabi 
said. “A coup is something 
against the system. The RCC has 
promised from day one it intends 
not to become a military govern- 
ment." 

Dr. Tourabi, whose National 
Islamic Front (NIP") is described 
by diplomats as holding effective 
power in Sudan, said people 
would not tolerate permanent 
military government. 

“If for any reason there is a 
military government, a final milit- 
ary government, there will never 
be stability. There will be an 
uprising one day,” he said. 

Dr. Tourabi, an Islamic scholar 
who speaks in impeccable en- 
glish, the RCC no longer had a 

(Continued on page 5) 


ADDIS ABABA (Agen- 
cies) — An outline agreement to 
dedare a ceasefire in Somalia 
appeared at risk Tuesday because 
of a warlords' dispute over who 
should attend a national recon- 
ciliation conference. 

Delegates to week-long peace 
talks said the conference was at a 
deadlock and an agreement in 
prindple to silence Somalia’s 
guns and disarm its myriad mili- 
tias was threatened. 

Most faction leaders accused 
Mogadishu warlord Mohammad 
Farah Aideed of blocking the 
ceasefire pact by trying to win 
spedaJ status for three of the 
most powerful militias at a March 
15 conference that is supposed to 
restore some government in 
Somalia. 

But 11 factions loosely aligned 


with his bitter Mogadishu rival 
Ali Mahdi Mohamad want a 
broad range of participants such 
as smaller clan factions, tribal 
elders and civilian political fi- 
gures to attend on an equal foot- 
ing with the major warlords. 

Delegates said implementation 
of a ceasefire and a plan to strip 
the gunmen of their weapons 
were dependent upon agreement 
on who should attend the confer- 
ence. 

In any case, diplomats said, the 
warlords’ control over their mili- 
tias was minimal and any attempt 
to disarm them whether by their 
nominal leadership or a foreign 
force wot Id br bitterly resented 
in a country governed by gun law. 

“Aideed wants special status 

(Continued on page 5) 


Moves under way to end dispute over parties 


By Mariam M. Shahfn 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Three of the five 
groups which have applied for 
registration as political parties 
will receive confirmation of 
their legal status in the next 
three weeks, a Ministry of In- 
terior official said Tuesday. 

The Democratic Party for 
Progress in Jordan (DPPJ), the 
Popular Unity Party and the 
Freedom Party will all receive 
an acceptance or rejection of 
their applications by mid- 
February, Faisal Khasawneh of 
the Ministry of Interior Politio 
al Parties Bureau told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

With five of 13 political par- 
ty applicants accepted and 
three rejected, DPPJ, the next 
party waiting for legal status, is 
expecting (he Ministry of In- 
terior to rule on its application 
before Saturday. 


Four other parties, three of 
them leftist m orientation, are 
expected to receive a response 
from the Ministry of Interior 
by March 7. 

The political role of left- 
wing political parties in Jordan 
was put into question when the 
Ministry of Interior denied leg- 
al status to three leftist appli- 
cants in December. 

The ministry cited prere- 
quisites and conditions included 
in the political parties law of 
1990 for refusing to legalise the 
Jordanian Communist Party, 
the Baatfa Arab Socialist Party 
and the Jordan People's 
Democratic Party. 

After the three groups 
appealed the government's de- 
rision with the Higher Court of 
Justice, they met in a special 
session with Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and a 
committee of government 


ministers in order to resolve 
the dispute between the two 
sides. 

Activists across the political 
spectrum feel that democracy 
and pluralism cannot be 
achieved in Jordan if left-wing 
parties are banned for what- 
ever reason. 

“I am glad that we had a 
chance to meet with the prime 
minister and talk about the 
situation," said Ahmad Najda- 
wi, head of the Baathist Party. 
“I think the government has 
realised that political pluralism 
and democracy cannot be in- 
troduced if the leftists are left 
out.7 

Mr. Najdawi was among the 
leaders of the five leftist parties 
that met with the government. 

A meeting to discuss politic- 
al issues related to legalisation 
of left-wing parties took place 
last week in the home of Depu- 


ty Prime Minister and Minister 
of Transport Ali Snheimat. 

Sharif Zeid, Deputy Prime 
Minister Thouqan Hindawi, 
Minister of State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Ibrahim Izze- 
dine and Mr. Suheimat repre- 
sented the government while 
Mr. Najdawi, Tayseer Al Zibri 
fJPDP), Yacoub Zayyadin 
(communist). Lower House 
member Deeb Maiji (Unity 
Party) and Ali Amer (DPPJ) 
represented their respective 
parties. 

“We worked out a formula 
in which we may be able to 
iron out our differences before 
the appeals go to court, 1 ’ said 
Mr. Najdawi. “The govern- 
ment needs a clean way out of 
this dilemma 1 and this will be 
the best way out.” 

Asked why he thought the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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A general view of the Arab foreign ministers’ meeting in Cairo Tuesday (AFP photo) 

Arabs demand U.N. sanctions 
on Israel; no halt to peace talks 


Somali peace talks stalled; 
ceasefire accord threatened 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Arab fore- 
ign ministers demanded Tuesday 
that the U.N. Security Council 
impose sanctions on Israel if it 
refuses to allow more than 400 
expelled Palestinians to return 
home. 

The ministers’ resolution, read 
to reporters by Arab League 
Secretary-General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid, also called on the Secur- 
ity Council to appoint an interna- 
tional force to protect Palesti- 
nians living in the Israeli- 
occupied territories. 

“The (Arab League) resolution 
calls on the Security Council to 
take adequate measures, includ- 
ing application of the rules of 
Chapter VII of the U.N. Char- 
ter, to oblige Israel to implement 
Resolution 799 immediately,” the 
statement said. 

Chapter VII allows the imposi- 


No U.S. 
promise to 
veto sanctions 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States said Monday it hoped 
to avoid a U.N. resolution to 
impose sanctions against Israel 
for its expulsion of 415 Palestk 
nians, but declined to say it would 
veto such a resolution. 

“It is our strong desire to avoid 
having the United Nations Secur- 
ity Council face a Chapter VII 
sanctions issue on this subject,” 
said State Department spokes- 
man Richard Boucher. 

“We believe that any further 
action now by the Security Coun- 
cil would be premature until the 
secretary-general has exhausted 
his efforts,” he said. 

Asked what Washington would 
do if such a resolution were 
tabled, he would not answer, but 
merely repeated his statement. 

Israel’s ambassador in 
Washington, Zalman ShovaJ, said 
Saturday he had received assur- 
ances that the United States 
would veto any resolution to im- 
pose sanctions. 

“I would like to say quite 
dearly that we have been assured 
by the State Department at a very 
high level ... that in no case will 
the U.S. allow the Security Coun- 
cil to adopt a resolution which 
could lead to sanctions against 
Israel,” Mr. ShovaJ told Israel 
Radio. 

But officials who asked not to 
be identified said no such com- 
mitment had been given. In fact, 
they said, when Israel’s U.N. 
ambassador. Gad Vacobi, met 
his U.S. counterpart, Edward 
Perkins, the American ride was 
careful not to say what the United 
States would do if such a resolu- 
tion came to a vote. 

The United States supported a 
Security Council resolution on 
Dec. 18 condemning the expul- 
sions and urging their reversal. 
But a subsequent resolution con- 
taining sanctions would be a pain- 
ful dilemma, especially if it were 
to arise just after President-elect 
Bill Clinton takes office on Jan. 
20 . 

Israel has been the subject of 
U.N. condemnation scores of 
times. But it has never been the 
target of sanctions imposed by 
the world body. 


tion of sanctions and Resolution 
799, passed on Dec. 18, orders 
Israel to allow the evictees to 
return home. 

“The resolution calls on the 
United Nations to create an 
appropriate mechanism to ensure 
the implementation of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention, particularly 
by appointing an international 
force to protect citizens in the 
occupied Palestinian and Arab 
lands,” the statement added. 

The Geneva Convention reg- 
ulates the treatment of people in 
territories captured in war. 

Israel expelled the Palestinians 
to South Lebanon on Dec. 17, 
accusing them of supporting Isla- 
mic groups, which killed Israeli 
soldiers. Lebanon refused to let 
them in and they have been 
camping on an icy hillside with 
Kttle food. 


Dr. Abdul Meguid said the 
ministers asked the Security 
Council to act quickly to provide 
necessary relief to the evictees 
through Israeli lines and not 
through Lebanon. 

He said the resolution, agreed 
unanimously by the 21 envoys, 
was to be conveyed to the U.N. 
later Tuesday. 

“It is cot acceptable at all that 
415 men be punished collectively 
for a crime they did not commit 
and without any judicial proce- 
dures,” Mr. Abdul Meguid said. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid called on 
the Security Council “not to have 
a double standard in dealing with 
the tragedy" and to act with the 
same firmness as it had on other 
issues. 

“There are rules that are be 
(Continued on page 5) 


Lebanese army blocks 
evictees’ smuggling route 


MARJ AL ZOHOUR (AP) — 
The Lebanese army Tuesday 
blocked the main smuggling route 
of more than 400 Palestinian ex-' 
peliees stranded in southeast 
Lebanon in an apparent attempt 
to pressure Israel to take them 
back. 

An army official in Beirut said 
Lebanese patrols along the hills 
overlooking the evictees' 
makeshift tent camp had been 
stepped up “to prevent supplies 
from reaching the camp through 
Lebanese territory.” 

The official, who insisted on 
anonymity, said the patrols would 
operate on a permanent basis. 

The Palestinians have been us- 
ing a dirty road between the camp 
and the village of Libbaya, 10 
kilometres to the south, to smug- 
gle food and medical supplies 
since the Lebanese barred inter- 
national aid from reaching the 
camp. 

The government, which has 
refused to accept the evictees, has 
said that Palestinians were 


Israel’s responsibility. 

Israel, which expelled the mpn 
Dec. 17, refuses to take them 
back and has also blocked aid 
shipments. 

A spokesman for the evictees, 
Aziz Dweik, said about 55 
Lebanese soldiers, deployed be- 
fore dawn on the hills overlook- 
ing the dirty road, prevented a 
group of deportees from reaching 
Libbaya. 

“The Lebanese army blockade 
was a surprise. No supplies can 
reach the camp as of today, which 
will worsen our plight in this 
freezing weather,” Mr. Dweik 
said. 

Libbaya was the closest accessi- 
ble village to the evictees. 

The village is controlled by 
Hizbollah, (Party of God), Iran's 
standard-bearer among Leba- 
non's 1.2 million-strong Shiite 
Muslim community. The party 
sympathises with the evictees, but 
made no move to prevent the 
army blockade. 


Weather tears crippled 
tanker into 3 pieces 


SUMBURGH, Shetland Islands 
(Agencies) — Savage weather 
has torn the tanker Braer into at 
least three pieces, apparently 
spilling most of the oil that re- 
mained aboard, officials said 
Tuesday. 

“It is obvious most of the oil 
has now gone. There is a possibil- 
ity there will be some still on 
board but we are no longer talk- 
ing about thousands of tonnes — 
just hundreds,'’ Geert Koffeman 
of the Dutch salvage firm Smit 
Tak told reporters. 

“It may be trapped in small 
compartments but that U all. 
However, we will still continue 
the operation as long as there is a 
possibility that oil is inside.” 

Island offidals said a night of 
ferodons weather, the worst of 
the winter, had broken the 
grounded tanker. 

Salvage operators had hoped 
the tanker would survive the hur- 
ricanes and snowstorms of the 
last few days, so they could con- 
tain oil damage to a rugged 
shoreline, rich with marine life 
and sea birds. But the ship gave 


way before a salvage operation 
could even begin. 

“She is a total loss. That is for 
sure,” Mr. Koffeman told a news 
conference in tile Shetland of 
Snmburgh. 

George Sutherland, director of 
Shetland marine operations, said 
the ship's stem had separated 
from the rest and rolled towards 
tile cliffs. 

“I feel very sad and dis- 
appointed; no-one could feel any- 
thing else but sadness and dis- 
may,” he said. But in the light of 
the weather conditions it has 
been exposed to, it is very unsur- 
prising.” 

Dawn revealed that toll of 
hurricane-strength winds and 
crashing waves on the Liberian- 
registered ship, which grounded 
on the southern tip of the Scottish 
islands a week ago after losing 
power during a routine voyage 
from Norway to Canada. 

Broken and listing, its bow was 
up in the air and its middle 
‘ section which has held most of 

(Continued on page 5 ) 
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Palestinians see expulsions as 
painful history reenacted 


By G.G. Labelle 

The Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— For Palestinians. Israel's 
latest rejection of U.N. pleas 
to take back the 415 men ex- 
pelled to Lebanon reawakens 
painful emotions dating to the 
creation of the Jewish state in 
1948. 

After hundreds of thousands 
of Palestinians fled or were 
driven from their homes as 
Israel came into being, the 
U.N. Security Council adopted 
Resolution 194 urging return 
of the refugees at “the earliest 
practical date.** 

Israel refused. Forty-years 
later, it is again ignoring a 
United Nations entreaty to 
take back Palestinians. 

Sari Nusseibeh, an adviser to 
Palestinian peace negotiators, 
said this painful history is why 
delegates to the U.S. -backed 
talks are refusing to reLum to 
the table. 

“I find it extremely hard for 
the Palestinian delegation to 
compromise on this issue." he 
said. “This measure ...ripped 
open a very deep wound that 
every Palestinian carries with 
him.” 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin also was reacting to 
Israeli emotions in urging the 


expulsions. He defended his 
decision this week as a second 
U.N. envoy pressed Israel to 
comply with the Security 
Council's demand to take back 
the evictees. 

At the time the 415 men 
were expelled in mid- 
December, Israelis were out- 
raged at the killings of six 
troopers. Israel accused the 
evictees of being supporters of 
Muslim groups blamed for the 
slayings. 

brae! may have miscalcu- 
lated the Palestinians' reac- 
tion, too. Logic might say that 
the Palestinian peace nego- 
tiators would accept, or even 
applaud, expelling hardliners 
from the fundamentalist 
Hamas movement. 

Hamas is the chief rival of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) in the occupied 
territories and is desperately 
fighting the peace process that 
the PLO supports. 

But logic does not always 
apply in the Middle East. The 
Palestinians and other Arab 
delegates immediately pulled 
out of the Washington peace 
talks, and protests erupted in 
the occupied territories. 

Faisal Hussetni, who as chief 
adviser to the negotiators has 
received death threats from 
hardline Palestinians, said that 


Hamas was part of Palestinian 
national unity and was fighting 
the same "ruthless enemy." 

Dr. Nusseibeh said the ex- 
pulsions unleashed “a pandor- 
a’s box of fears. I’ve heard 
people saying this is only a 
continuation of Israeli policy 
...this is going to be a step 
towards further transfers." 

It did not help that Mr. 
Rabin was the chief force be- 
hind the expulsions. Palesti- 
nians bad warmed to his prom- 
ises to speed up peace talks but 
distrusted him for his role in 
trying to quell their Eve-year 
□prising, and in expelling 
Palestinians in 1948. 

As a young officer, Mr. 
Rabin oversaw the largest sing- 
le expulsions of Arabs in 1948. 
driving about 50,000 men, 
women and children out of the 
Arab towns of Lydda and 
Ramie into what is now the 
occupied West Bank. 

During the forced march 
from Lydda in the heat of July 
1948, some old people and 
children died from lack of wa- 
ter. The people of Ramie, 
seeing their neighbours' suffer- 
ing, agreed to go peacefully if 
given buses. 

Mr. Rabin called the action 
a military necessity — remov- 
ing a hostile population — in a 
section deleted from his 1979 



An elderly Palestinian expellee dries his clothes in over 400 other Palestinians expelled by Israel on 
front of his tent in Sooth Lebanon, where he and Dec. 17 are stranded (AFP photo) 


memoirs by Israeli censors but 
later printed by the New York 
limes. 

In his account, Mr. Rabin 
recalled the march from Lyd- 
da. “There was no way to 
avoid the use of force and 
warning shots in ordeT to make 
the inhabitants march to the 
point where they met up with 
the Arab Legion," he wrote. 

The idea, Mr. Rabin wrote, 
was to force the Jordanian 


army to care for the refugees 
— “shouldering logistic diffi- 
culties which would burden its 
fighting capacity, making 
things easier for us." 

It is not hard to see how 
Palestinians can make a com- 
parison with today’s expulsions 
of 415 men — some from 1948 
refugee families — and Israel's 
attitude that, once over the 
border, they were Lebanon's 
responsibility. 


Dr. Nusseibeh said the 
Palestinians simply see history 
repeating itself in the latest 
expulsions and the failed U.N. 
efforts to reverse them. 

“As far as Palestinians are 
concerned ...the pain in their 
collective memory is the whole 
business of being made home- 
less, being made refugees," he 
said. “It's a pain I don’t really 
think anyone but the Palesti- 
nians understands.” 



Afghan rivals agree 
to temporary truce 



KABUL (R) — Afghan Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani’s 
government and the radical 
Hezb-e-Islami party have agreed 
to a temporary truce, sources in a 
peace mission set up last week 
said. 

But no formal statement from 
either side was available. 

The Hezb had threatened Sun- 
day to dose down Kabul's air- 
port, saying it would shoot down 
planes using the airport or nearby 
Bagram air base if the govern- 
ment failed to release imprisoned 
Hezb members by Monday even- 
ing. 

The peace mission which in- 
cludes representatives of several 
Mujahedeen groups is led by 
Shiite Muslim leader Ayatollah 
Mohseni. 

The sources said both .sides 
agreed in talks with the mission to 
draw up lists of each other's 
prisoners held during intermittent 
fighting since last April when the 
Mujahedeen took power from the 
collapsed former communist gov- 
ernment after 14 years of dvil 
war. • 

The sides have also agreed not 
to fight until a proposed meeting 
of the leaders of all Afghan Mu- 


jahedeen parties is held in Kabul, 
the sources said. 

No date for the meeting was 
set. The sources said the peace 
mission was trying to contact the 
Mujahedeen leaders, some of 
whom are living in neighbouring 
Pakistan. 

“We are very keen to negoti- 
ate," presidential spokesman Abdul 
Aziz Morad told reporters. 

The Afghan government Sun- 
day announced the formation of a 
205-member interim parliament 
chosen from more than 1,000 
members of a controversial 
assembly that last month elected 
Mr. Rabbani as president for the 
next two years. 

But the Hezb and some other 
parties that boycotted the Hal-o- 
Aqad assembly want Mr. Rabba- 
ni to hand over power to a 
leadership council representing 
nine Mujahedeen parties. 

The council was cobbled 
together last April to oversee the 
Mujahedeen government. 

But Mr. Morad said the de- 
mand to revive the leadership 
council was not legitimate and 
was contrary to an April accord 
among the Mujahedeen parties 
under which they had taken pow- 



B urban uddin Rabbani 

er in Kabul. 

Kabul remained quiet after 
several days of rocket attacks 
Mamed by the government on the 
Hezb, which denies the charge. 
But no civilian flights left or 
arrived in Kabul ostensibly be- 
cause of the Hezb threat. 

The Hezb. led by hardline Mu- 
jahedeen leader Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar, had earlier told the 
Kabul government that an unspe- 
cified number of its members 
imprisoned from April 24 till now 
must be freed by Sunday evening. 

But it extended the deadline to 
Monday evening after the peace 
mission carried proposals from 
Mr. Rabbani to Mr. Hekmatyar 
on Sunday at the Hezb headquar- 
ters near Kabul. 


Marines step up Somalia arms hunt 


MOGADISHU (R) — U.S. 
Marines, building up their 
strength in Mogadishu, stepped 
up weapons searches Tuesday to 
try to push gunmen off the streets 
of the Somali capital. 

“There will be more of those 
patrols, more Marines on the 
streets of Mogadishu and more 
control on the movement and the 
open display of arms.. .to provide 
a more secure environment for 
those relief supplies," a military 
spokesman said. 

Chief Warrant Officer Eric 
Carlson said more of the 10,000 
Marines in Somalia were now in 
Mogadishu after letting other 
foreign troops take over famine- 
hit towns in the interior. 

Near the bombed-out central 
bank on the green Sin? ?.‘i' ■■■ 
were stopping and a., 
few vehicles that passed. 

They seized assault rifles from 
gunmen, including five guards in 
identical beige safari suits accom- 
panying a vehicle of the Interna- 


tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC). 

The Marines registered the 
weapons and told the guards they 
could claim them back later and 
would be issued with pink identi- 
fication badges authorising them 
to carry the guns. 

Officer Carlson said he was 
aware of discussions on new proc- 
edures for gun licensing but did 
not have details of any new poli- 
cy. 

Some relief workers who move 
between territories controlled by 
rival warlords in southern and 
northern parts of Mogadishu 
have in the past protested about 
having their guards disarmed. 

The ICRC has consistently re- 
frsed the protection of the U.S.- 

i i:t>k force, saying it could 
compromise its neutrality. 

Major General Charles 
Wilhelm, commander of the 1st 
Marines Dir-aon. Somalia, told 
relief agencies Tuesday that he 


hoped to have created a “safer 
environment" in Mogadishu by 
Feb. 1, U.N. spokesman Farouk 
Mawlawi told reporters. 

Mr. Wilhelm had explained 
that this meant “free movement, 
the absence of weapons and the 
return of commerce,” Mr. Maw- 
lawi said. 

To achieve this, the Marines 
had a four-stage plan that would 
involve collecting information ab- 
out weapons, winning the confi- 
dence of residents, seizing arms 
and making sure weapons did not 
filter back into areas previously 
raided. 

“Wilhelm said the policy now is 
to confiscate any visible weapons 
on the streets," Mr. Mawlawi 
said. 

The task force was destroying 
some of the arms seized in daily 
explosions, but was storing others 
for possible use by some future 
Somali national police force, he 
added. 


Libya 

reopens 

land 

border 

with 

Tunisia 


TUNIS (R) — Libya reopened its 
land border with Tunisia Tuesday 
after a three-day closure in pro- 
test at U.N. sanctions imposed 
over its alleged failure to cooper- 
ate in investigations of two airlin- 
er bombings. 

“The traffic has resumed nor- 
mally since this morning at 6 
a.m.," an official at the Tunisian 
border post of Ras Jedir told 
Reuters by telephone. 

Libya, cut off from the world 
by an air embargo, had dosed the 
border after saying the sanctions 
had been a major contributing 
factor in the road accident death 
last week of Justice and Public 
Order Minister Ibrahim Bakkar. 

It said Mr. Bakkar would not 
have been travelling by road, 
from a meeting of Arab Justice 
i Ministers in Tunisia, if it were not 
for the embargo. 

Libya also said the sanctions, 
and subsequent shortage of spare 
parts for its national airline, play- 
ed a pan in the crash on Dec. 22 
of a Libyan commerdaJ plane on 
an internal flight. The crash killed 
157 people. 

The U.N. Security Coundl im- 
posed the air embargo and other 
sanctions on Libya last April after 
it refused to hand over two of its 
dtizens accused in the West of 
blowing up Pan Am Flight 103 
over the Scottish town of Locker- 
bie in 1988. 

Western governments also ac- 
cuse Libya of bombing a French 
airliner over Niger in 1989. 

Libya shares land borders with 
Tunisia, Egypt, Chad, Niger and 
Sudan, but most overland traffic 
is with Tunisia and Egypt. 

‘Temporary low profile* 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi is keeping a low profile, 
but it is a temporary response to 
internal problems and the inter- 



M oammar Qadhafi 

national sanctions, not a change 
in heart or policy. Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA), director 
Robert Gates said Monday. 

"My view is he has not changed 
his spots at all," he told Reuters 
in an interview. 

“His pattern throughout the 
time he has been in power has 
been to go forward with some 
sort of subversive act or some 
kind of terrorist act and when the 
world gets upset about it he backs 
off for a while," he said. 

Col. Qadhafi has internal prob- 
lems that “have contributed to his 
being relatively quiet recently but 
I think mostly it's the actions that 
have been taken against him, 
against Libya for Pan Am 103... 

“He’s in the mode right now of 
paying a real price for the in- 
volvement of Libyans and the 
Libyan government in the Pan 
Am 103 terrorist act.” he said. 

Despite the low profile, Mr. 
Gates said Colonel Qadhafi has 
continued with his programme of 
developing weapons of mass des- 
truction, particularly chemical 
weapons. 

“He’s still working to try and 
get some capability in the nuclear 
arena but all of the different 
restrictions against him have real- 
ly inhibited that effort and slowed it 
down,” he said. 

“But I think that with both the 
chemical and biological program- 
mes. he’s got a very real program- 
me going,” he said. 

Although Col. Qadhafi has 
taken some visible steps to close 
down a handful of “terrorist" 
training camps, “there are still 
other such training camps in 
Libya. He continues to have rela- 
tionships with some of these 
different groups,”- Mr. Gates 
added. 


Iran sees 
Bush years 
as chaotic 
for U.S. 

NICOSIA (AP) — A lengthy — 
and unflattering — review of the 
United States during the Bush 
administration's tenure was pub- 
lished Tuesday by Iran’s official 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA). 

It says that under President 
George Bush, the United States 
“has degenerated into the 
poorest, the most merciless and 
the most crime-prone nation in 
the world.-"' 

Iranian leaders routinely refer 
to the United States as “the great 
Satan." although there have been 
signs of efforts by Tehran to try to 
improve relations with the West. 

IRNA’s analysis comes a week 
before Mr. Bush is to hand over 
the leadership of the country to 
President-elect Bill Clinton. 

IRNA said it based its review 
“mainly on news reports by inter- 
national news agencies in the 
United States.” 

The Iranian agency said the 
United States “economically, 
politically and socially is ailing 
and chaotic and the worst since 
the record Wall Street crash of 
1929" 

It noted, for example, that 
“there are now 30 million Amer- 
icans living below the poverty 
line." 

It added: “Some observers say 
that the uprising by black Amer- 
icans and American Indians in 
the United States last year was 
due mainly to the bad economy, 
and they add that hungry and 
unemployed people were a 
second away from insurrection.", 

On the social front, it said, 
“1,100,000 Americans, mainly 
blacks, were incarcerated for 
alleged commission of crimes 
which in essence were poverty 
related." 

IRNA said that news media, 
especially television, “play the 
leading role in legitimising vio- 
lence.” 

It cited reports in American 
magazines saying that the U.S. 
capital city, Washington, “has 
ranked first in the murder rate 
among world capitals for the 
fourth consecutive year during 
the Bush administration." 


White House gets videotape of Bush deposition . 

NEW YORK (AP) — Iran-contra prosecutors have turned over’ ; 
to the White House videotapes of the 1988 interview Presideoi 
George Bush gave investigators, the New York Times reported itf’ 
Tuesday editions. Before he leaves office, Mr. Bush, plans fo 
make public the contents of the videotaped deposition along 
a diary be had kept as vice president, the Times said, quoting. 
un identified government officials. The White House had called o^-. 
independent counsel Lawrence E. Walsh to release the interview., 
after Mr. Bush pardoned former Defence Secretary Caspar. 
Weinberger and five other officials who had been either charged 
with wrongdoing or convicted in connection with the Iran-contra;. 
affair. The White House has contended that the release of the. J 
videotape would rebut critics who charged that Mr. Bush had j 
issued the pardons to cover up his knowledge of the Iran-contra, , 
affair. After the Christmas Eve pardons were announced, Mr.-. 
Walsh accused Mr. Bush of “misconduct” by withhokfing the-, 
diary until. early last month. Late last month, Mr. Bush retained - 
former Attorney General Griffin Beil to represent him in dealings , 
with Mr. Walsh's office. Mr. Walsh said he did not learn of the., 
diary's existence until last month despite repeated requests to tbe.- 
Whrte House for documents dating from the period when Mr,.- 
Bush was vice president in the Reagan administration. Mr. Boshv 
said he was aware in 1985 and 1986 of U.S. arms sales to Iran j 
but did not know they were port of a swap of weapons for the 
release of American hostages held in Lebanon until the Iran-,, 
contra affair became public in 1986. The Times quoted adminis- . 
tration officials as saying they hoped to release the Bush diary ai itf 
the videotaped interview before the president leaves office Jan. 
20, possibly by week’s end. Mary Belcher, a spokeswoman for 
Mr. Walsh, refused to comment on the report. White House 
spokeswoman Laura Parham said she had no information on it. 

Iranian opposition fighter dies in Iraq 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian Revolutionary Guards dipped into. 
Iraq and killed a combatant of the Iraq-based Iranian opposition’ 
Mujahedeen KhaJq, the Mujahedeen said Tuesday. Two other- 
fighters were wounded, it said. The group said in a statement that, 
tiie assault occurred Monday near the Iraqi city of Mandali, 
about 20 kilometres from the Iranian border. The group said that 
a vehicle carrying its combatants was ambushed and that the- 
Tr anian infiltrators had “fled in the dark." The group’s claims 
could not be independently confirmed, and there was no. 
comment from Tehran. If true, the incident wonld be the second' _ 
serious Iranian violation of the August 1988 ceasefire that ended 
the eight-year Iran-Iraq war. Tehran launched an air raid on 
Mujahedeen military bases in Iraq last April. Iran has been 
increasingly outspoken about the need to crush the Mujahedeen, , 
which it has blamed for several acts of sabotage in Iran. The 
Mujahedeen took responsibility for a number of explosions in • 
Iran last year and claimed it instigated several anti-government 
riots. Hie group seeks to overthrow Iran's Islamic government by 
force. The Mujahedeen statement identified the slain combatant 
as Gbolam-Ho6sein Kazemi, who studied engineering in the 
United States arid recently joined the opposition group. The 
statement said the Mujahedeen called on the United Nations to 
investigate the incident. 

Japanese prince to tour Middle East 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese Crown Prince Nanxhito, on what may 
be his last trip overseas as a bachelor, is to visit six Middle East 
countries this month, the palace said Tuesday. Prince Naruhito, 
32, will leave Japan on Jan. 22 on a two-week tour taking in 
Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait, said a palace spokesman. On Jan. 19, three days 
before ' Prince Nanihito’s departure. Prime Minister Kiicfai ‘ 
Miyazawa will chair an imperial household conference to formally 
approve the prince's engagement to Masako Owada, 29, a 
Harvard-educated career diplomat. Japan's mass media, infected 
with “royal wedding fever," speculate thtfat the marriage will take 
place in early June. During his Middle East trip. Prince Naruhito' 
will hold talks with regional leaders and visit historical sites and 
oilfields, the palace spokesman said. He is to return to Japan on. 
Feb. 4. 

Algeria backs military action in ex-Yugoslavia 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria is seeking U.N. Security Council’ 
action, including military intervention, “to end the genocide of >' 
the people of Bosnia-Herzegovina,” government spokesman^ 
Messaoud Ait Oiaalal said Monday. In a briefing to local'.* 
journalists, earned by the official news agency APS, Mr. Oiaalal 
said: “Algeria is asking the United Nations Security Coundl to - 
take all measures, including military, to force an end to the . 
genocide...’’ He denounced “the Nazi methods of ethnic purifier “ 
tion used by the Serb aggressors” and added: “Surgical measures ■ 
must be taken so this massacre ceases." Algeria was the first , 
country early in 1992 to ask for U.N. intervention, he said, ■ 
regretting that the Security Coundl reaction had not been firm J 
enough. Mr. ChaalaTs statement was the second by Algeria oir- 
the crisis in former Yugoslavia in two days. On Saturday, the -J 
Foreign Ministry called for “resolute action" against what it 
termed crimes against humanity committed by the Serbs. > 

OAU urges African seriousness over wars 

ALGIERS (R) — African countries must give top priority to' 
finding ways of avoiding conflicts and to peacekeeping on the- 
continent, the secretary-general of the Organisation of African. 
Unity (OAU) said Monday. “The OAU has not been able to 
respond as effectively as it should on this question of conflicts 
and Africa has to be seen to be more serious than has hrtherto- 
been the case," the OAI_Ts Salim Ahmad Salim told a press 
conference. Mr. Salim, who arrived Sunday, met Algerian leader: 
Ali Kafi and Prime Minister Belaid Abdul Sal am Monday. “The 
question of peacemaking, conflict-evasion in our continent must: 
assume a top agenda of the OAU," Mr. Salim said. “But then tins 
requires resources." He said almost two-thirds of the OAUV 
member nations had not folly honoured their financial commit- 
ments to the organisation, and this had limited its ability to. 

Sf eV Si! nd r ^°u VC CO " flicts ’.5 >n Tuesday Mr. Salim was to visit: 
the Western Sahara. He said Africa had a vested interest in 
avoiding renewed fighting in the area, but he acknowledged tae- 
was not going with new ideas. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


PROGRAMME TWO 

18:00 Documentary 

■9:00 News in French 

1*15 Varieties 

1*30 .. . . News in Hebrew 

2fc00 News in Arabic 

3h30 Saved by the BcU 

HjCO Spotlight 

21 JO James Randy 

22:08 News in English 

22:20 Echoes in the Darkness 


PRAYER TIMES 

05:10 fajr 

fW..T2 (Sunrise) Duh a 

11:44 Dhuhr 

14:32 ‘Asr 

IfcSS Maghreb 

18:17 'Isha 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary Of Nazareth Church Sweifleh, 

Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 

632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 6245W. 
Church at the Aammdados Tel. 
637440. 


De la SoBe Church Tel. 661757 
Tcrrusuiita Chunk Tel: 622366 
Church of the / nnmvria doo Tel. 
623541. 

AugHcau Church Td. 630R5I. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catbofic Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751 
Amman Inter na t iona l Church Td. 

685326. 

EvangaBcal Lutheran Church Td: 

811295. 

The Church of Joss Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 823824 , 654932. 
Church of the Nunc Td. 675691. 


WEATHER 

Bulktin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Slight rise in temperatures will take 
place and some doixfe will appear at 
various altitudes. Winds wifl be north- 
westerly light TO moderate. In Aqaba, 
winch will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

MioJMax. temp. 

Amman 0/g 

Aqaba 7/16 

Deserb -2 1 10 

Jordan Valley 5/17 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. RatcbZdtoun 888685 

Dr. NidalAI Dabbch 827195 

Dr. Walid Kabwani 620441 

Dr. Wad KhanabcJ 615648 

Fir*# pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Siundsairi pharmacy 637660 

Nairou jh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

KB ID; 

Dr. Nabcd Aba Ola 278478 

Al Ouds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. MusaOdsh 982029 

Khahfch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Ovjl Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic PoCcc 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hold Comptainls 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Compiamts 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs .....661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 i 

Radio Jordan .....774111 


Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Right Information 08-53200 

Ouccn Alia Ind. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 81381382 

Khalkfi Maternity. J.Ama,,, 64428146 
Akikfa Maternity. 3. Amo.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MaBus.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shradsani 664171/4 

Shmcsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AI-Ahli. Abdali 664164* 

Italian, At-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 


Zarqa National Hospital - (09)900560 

IboSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Wkraa Modern Hospital .(09)990990 

DOID: 

Princes Bna Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

ton Al Nates Ho^iial (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Prison Hip Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Tba information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment al the Queen Alia lalcma&ml 
Airport Td. (08)533X^5. where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

0845 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

0M8 Jeddah (RJ) 


Adcu(RJ) 

•«5 Lamaca(Rj) 

I&35 .... London (RJ) 

16*45 Fra nkfu n (RJ) 

*6=55 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:00 .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:30 Brussels, Paris (RJ) 

Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

.. Romc(RJ) 

23*5 Damascus (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

«S=0S Dubai (AZ) 

■635 Karachi (PI) 

0935 Cairo (MS) 

Jeddah (SU) 

»M0 Sanaa (I Y) 

ifcOO Damascus (PI) 

IfcW Paris, Damascus (AF) 

1830 Vienna. Lamaca (OS) 

J* 5 ® Beirut (ME) 


Calcutta. 


Bangkok (Rjr 
... Sanaa (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


Madrid (RJ) 

10-J0 .. RomcfRJ) 

10:15 Berfin. London (RJ) 

Us# Traits. Casablanca (RJ) 

11:18 Istanbul (RJ) 

11:39 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

1930 Colombo (Rj> 

19*5 Aqaba. Cairo (Rj) 

2*sf0 Riyadh (RJ) 

28:15 New Delhi (RJ) 

JMS '. Damascus (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) ; 

Jg* Romc(AZ) 

2* - Damascus (PI)' - 

Beinit(ME) 

*5 Cairo (MS)-' 

“2 Jeddah (SU>- 

13:81 - Karachi (PI) 


(/ppcDtower price in &s per kg.’ 

"PI* 5 700/450- 

U 3 "” 4 ■-• - 700 /TOO 

Banana (Mukammar) 640/640 

5®"* 350/300 

S™* 6 120 / 80- 

- 250/200 

<>**>).. 300 / 250 

Chamber* (snail) 650/500“ 

240/160- 

SH*".-,- 600 / 4S0 

(small) soo/aso 

280/200 

240/180 

®n*nOfive iw3» 
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Home News 


55J Senate passes draft law on CDD 
^ iytartyrs’Fund after heated debate 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Upper 
House of Parliament (Senate) 
^ Tuesday approved four draft laws 
'■ j . referred to it by the Lower 
House,' with -the GvQ Defence 
Department (CDD) Martyrs' 
:-r Fimd law causing a heated debate 
" ' amdug the Senators. 

: iTbe Senatesupported the Low- 

; -ii r ■ er House of ParUament’s amend- 
•'O merits to the law, which stipu- 
"• u; toted that die' fund's money be 
invested in accordance with Isla- 
• niic’ tows. ; 

..Senator Hamad At Farhan 
. proposed, that die fund's money 
to deposhed in a special account 
at the Central Bank and be in- 
• :U vested only in accordance with 
tHe pnmsitms of the law. 
r •/ propose that the council find 
■ a logical, reasonable solution that 

- would protect the dignity of (our) 

- intellect and accept to amend the 

.i. afticfe to make it: ‘the Fund’s 

reserves would be deposited at 
the -Central Bank... in a special 


account, and dial] not be used 
except in cases stated by the 
law,” said Senator Hamad A1 
Farhan. 

Former Prime Minister and Seta- 
tor Ahmad Obddat said that the 
issue was either to invest the 
fund's money in Islamic banks in 
a way agreeable to Islamic Sharia 
or to release them. 

“This proposal could have 
been made in a simple way, but 
(to mention) respecting intellect 
and other things, I hope Mr. 
Hamad will reverse his way of 
addressing us.” Mr. Obeidat said. 

Senator Ishaq A1 Farhan sup- 
ported the Lower House's ver- 
sion of the law, and called for 
investing the hind's money in a . 
way that conform to Islamic 
teachings. 

Then the Senate approved the 
controversial article' and the law 
as a whole as referred to it by the 
Lower House. 


The Upper House, which was 
meeting under its acting speaker 
Senator Bahjat A1 Talbouni and 
in the presence of Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, referred 
the general budget draft law to its 
Financial Committee. The draft 
law was passed by the Lower 
House after being endorsed by a 
majority of 58 deputies out of 69 
who attended the debate. 

The Senate also discussed its 
Judiciary Committee's decision 
on the Sabab and Ruseifa munici- 
palities draft laws. According to 
the provisions of the two draft 
laws, two civilian courts will be 
created in Sahab and Ruseifa. 

The Senate approved the two 
tows and recommended that the 
government draft a unified law 
for all municipal courts in die 
Kingdom. 

It also approved an economic 
and technical cooperation agree- 
ment signed between the govern- 
ments of Jordan and China. 


S Sboul hails success of Arab 


aq 


interior ministers meeting 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Interior 
Minister Jawdat Sboul Monday 
evening returned from an Arab 
ministerial meeting in Tunis and 
described the deliberations as sig- 
nificant, "reflecting the common 
Arab understanding of tbe critical 
circumstances facing the Arab 
Nation.'’ 

The final statement issued at 
the end of the two-day meeting 


by 16 Arab ministers of interior 
"reflects Arab countries' concern 
for pursuing collective Arab ac- 
tion to ensure pan-Arab security 
and enhance stability,” the minis- 
ter said in a statement upon his 
return to Amman. 

Mr. Sboul said tbe meeting 
elected Brigadier Noureddin 
Kheir, assistant Public Security 
Department (PSD) director in 


Jordan to serve as director of the 
Arab Bureau for Narcotics. The 
ministers also approved of the 
creation of a bureau for informa- 
tion affairs concerning security 
matters to be headquartered in 
Cairo. The bureau would be pre- 
paring studies and conducting re- 
search work related to pan-Arab 
security matters, especially in the 
field of countering narcotics. 


Cabinet 

endorses 

ACC 

loan, 

selling 
of debts 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
Tuesday endorsed a loan agree- 
ment under which the Social 
Security Corporation (SSC) will 
grant the Agricultural Credit 
Corporation (ACC) a loan Of JD 
5 million. The loan will be repaid 
over a period of 10 years with a 
three-year grace period. Under 
the agreement, both the govern- 
ment and the ACC will pay the 
interests on the loan equally. 

At the Cabinet's weekly ses- 
sion, chaired by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker the 
Cabinet also agreed to sell Jor- 
dan's debt to the International 
Gulf Bank for 38 per cent of its 
value and 50 per cent of the 
interests, as agreed during the 
London Club negotiations. Jor- 
dan's total debts to the Gulf Bank 
amount to $61 million, and the 

total interest is $8.3 million. The 
Cabinet also approved the forma- 
tion of Jordan’s delegation to the 
38th session of the Executive 
committee and the 11th Confer- 
ence of the Afro- Asian Confer- 
ence for Rural Advancement 
which will be held in Malaysia 
from 4 to 12 February. 


Major celebrations to be held at A1 al Beit University 

Millions of saplings to be planted on Arbor day 



Thousands of "tww from various parts of the country are expected to participate in Arbor Day 
celebration (file photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — Arbor Day- 
celebrations in Jordan will be 
held Thursday, Jan. 14 in various 
parts of the country, but tbe main 
ceremony will be held nnder 
Royal Patronage at the site of AJ 
al Beit University being estab- 
lished in tbe govemorate of Maf- 
raq. 

An official statement by the 
Ministry of Agriculture which is 
sponsoring the ceremonies 
around the country, said that 
prominent Jordanian personali- 
ties and representative of va- 
rious public and private institu- 
tions will take part in planting 
trees on 100 dunums of land in 
and around the new university 
site. 

The statement said that tbe Al 
al Beit University was chosen as 
tbe site for the main celebration 
this year to draw public attention 
to the need for combating deserti- 
fication in the badia region of tbe 
Kingdom. 

The director of tbe ministry’s 
Department of Range and 
Afforestation Azzam Al 
Muheisen said that his depart- 
ment was distributing three mil- 
lion saplings of various types of 
trees to individuals and institu- 
tions to be planted in home 
gardens, public gardens and in 
areas to serve as wind breaks. 

Mr. Muheisen said three more 
million saplings of forest and 
bush trees will be planted by the 
ministry's departments under its 
own afforestation programmes 
and wildlife reserves and along 
roads and streets. 

The department, he said, 
plants some 30,000 dunums with 


trees annually plus 20,000 
dunums of shrubs in pasture land 
and along 100 kilometre length of 
roads. 

Mr. Muheisen said that at the 
beginning of 1992, the ministry 
endorsed a national strategy on 
afforestation which is being im- 
plemented with the help of local 
organisations. 

Under the plan, he said, the 
Ministry of Agriculture will plant 
trees in areas located in the gov- 
ernorates of Amman, Balqa and 
Irbid as one initial stage. Out of 


the 100 institutions and com- 
panies approached to participate 
m this project, he said. 10 have 
already responded favourably, 
and have embarked on measures 
to help carryout the scheme. 

Mr. Muheisen said the plan 
entails planting trees on 150,000 
dunums of state and private- 
owned land by these institutions 
while the ministry will plant 
another 150,000 dunums from 
now and until the end of the 
century. 

Referring to measures on the 


part of the department to green 
the country, Mr. Muheisen said 
that “every effort is being made 
towards protecting the soil 
through intensive planting of 
trees, whose numbers the depart- 
ment hopes to double in the 
forseeble future”. 

He said the country was striv- 
ing to stave off desertification and 
improve tbe general environ- 
ment, but it is regrettable that 
thousands of trees continue to be 
lost every year through fires and 
environmental pollution. 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King receives congratulation from Iraqi 
president 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday received 
a cable from Iraqi President Saddam Hussein congratulating trim 
on his safe return home after undergoing medical checkups. 
President Hussein congratulated King Hussein on the good results 
of the medical checkups, and wished him continued good health 
and happiness. King Hussein also sent a cable to President of 
Tugo congratulating him on his country’s national day, and 
wishing him continued good health and happiness and the people 
of Tugo further progress and prosperity. 

Arabiyat meets universities’ delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaking of tbe Lower House of Parliament 
Abdul Latff Arabiyat Tuesday discussed with a delegation from 
Jordanian universities issues pertaining to tbe establishment of a 
general federation for university ' students in Jordan, and the 
proposed legal and structural format of this federation. The 
formation of the federation win be the main subject of discussion, 
today (Wednesday) by the Lower House, which will debate the 
legal committee's decision on the proposed draft law of the 
federation. The House will also discuss the government replies to 
a number of queries made by 15 deputies about appointments in 
ministries, government departments and public sector 

Meeting discusses revenue stamps law 

AMMAN (Petra) — Experts from tbe Ministry of Finance and 
representatives of public shareholding companies and commercial 
banks met Tuesday to discuss a mechanism for applying tike 
revenue stamps law to public shareholding companies. Amman 
Chamber of Industry’s Chairman Khaldoun Abu Hassan called 
for updating tbe law, saying that some of the terms used in it are 
not in use nowadays. Mr. Abu Hassan said that the imposition of 
revenue taxes on certificates of origin contravenes with the 
government’s intentions to encourage exports. Director of Public 
Revenues at the Ministry of Finance Raef Al Alami briefed the 
meeting on principles of applying the revenue stamps taw. He 
explained some of the legal provisions governing the imposition of 
such revenue stamps, saying that a special expert group from the 
ministry will visit the companies and explain all aspects related to 
tins tow. 

Symposium to discuss population growth 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Society for the Control of 
Environmental Pollution will next week hold a symposium on 
environment and population growth. Participants in the sympo- 
sium. which b organised in cooperation with the German 
Friedrich Naumann Foundation will discuss population growth 
policies, environmental dimensions of population growth and 
women development. Participants will also discuss health care, 
family planning and diseases related to population growth. 

UNRWA opens new clinic 

JERASH (Petra) — The United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) Tuesday inaugurated 
the new premises of Suf camp clinic, which was constructed at a 
cost of JD 130,000. The new health clinic, which replaces the old 
btnkFng. constructed in 1968, to cater for seme 15,000 people 
living In the camp. 

Al Koura distributes tree saplings 

DEIR ABEE SAEED (Petra) — Al Koura district agriculture 
'department started Monday distributing forest tree saplings to 
citizens and government institutions to {riant them in certain 
places in the district. Department Director Zakaria Al Wadi said 

39.000 saplings were prepared by the department to be planted in 

2.000 dunums of land. A! Koura district will observe Arbor day 
next Saturday. Tbe main celebration which will be attended by 
sensor government officials from the district will be held near tbe 
Islamic cemetery in Deir Abee Saeed town. 

Red Crescent announces nominee for 
executive board 

AMMAN (Petra) — The executive committee of the Jordan 
National Red Crescent Society (JNRCS) decided Monday to 
nomnaie JNRCS Vice-President Mohammad Al Hadid for the 
membership of the executive council of the international league of 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent. In another development, the 
society announced that it has presented in-kind assistance to 
patients receiving psychiatric treatment at Al Fuheis Mental 
Health Hospital. The assistance which included dothes and 
blankets was presented to the Jordanian Society for Psychological 
Rehabilitation which will distribute them to patients at the 
hospital. 

Education committee convenes 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament’s Education 
Committee held a meeting Monday under its Chairman Deputy 
Abdul- Hafiz Allawi. Tbe committee debated the education 
temporal? law no. 27 for 1989. 


22 low-income citizens benefit 
from QAF loans in 1992 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Queen 
Alia Sod-il Welfare Fund (QAF) 
in tbe past year offered 59 loans 
to individuals and families totall- 
ing JD 79,000. Tbe soft loans 
helped 22 persons in Maan, Maf- 
raq, Irbid Wadi Mousa, Xarak 
and Madaba to start small 
burin esses, a QAF statement said 
Tuesday. 

The statement said most of the 
benefidaries were unemployed 
heads of needy families. 

QAF normally provides train- 
ing courses in handicrafts and 
skills enabling people, mostly in 
the rural regions, to embark on 
income-generating projects and 
offers soft loans to help them 
start businesses. 

Tbe statement explained that a 
family can borrow up to JD 2,000 
repayable m instalment over a 
period of three years. QAF gives 
special emphasis to income 
generating projects which diver- 
sify to four different projects in 
several sectors: 

Rag weaving 

Rug weaving is a traditional 
handicraft in Jordan that depends 
on local resources for raw mate- 
rials, i.e. wool from sheep raised 
all over Jordan. Rug wearing 
projects are located in three diffe- 
rent areas around Jordan; Mada- 
ba, Karat and Ma’an. They pro- 
vide employment for over 450 
persons. These projects aim at 
reviving a dying art as well as 
providing income to women in 
low income communities. 
Women receive training through 
the facilities provided by QAF in 
coordination with the local social 
organisations. Training covers 
most aspects necessary for the 
support of women to ran success- 
ful income generating projects 
such as management skills, 
marketing skills and production 
management. 



Jordanian women receive training at a QAF industrial sewing 
workshop (file photo) 


National ceramic centre 

This project started in Amman 
1989. It employs at the moment 
26 young talented cer amis ts who 
were trained by experts at the 
unit in Amman. The project aims' 
at maintaining the craft of pottery 
within the young generation 
keeping the Jordanian authentic 
look on its products, by using 
Jordanian and Islamic decora- 
tions. Faced with very high local 
demand for ceramics, QAF is 
now expanding tbe project by 
establishing a new plant capable 
of producing 30,000 pieces per 
month and opening new job 
opportunities. Another expan- 
sion will be in Taibeh, an old city 
in the south of Jordan that was 
known for years ago to be famons 
for producing Nabatean pottery. 
This unit will also provide more 
job opportunities for the young of 
Jordan. 

Industrial sewing 

QAF runs vocational training 
programmes for women through 
its centres all around the country. 
Women receive training on sew- 


ing and knitting machines for 
courses of three to 12 months. 
Qualified and willing women who 
continued their training program- 
mes join the industrial sewing 
workshops. They earn satisfac- 
tory income to support their fami- 
lies. For tbe time being the QAF 
is supporting these units by pro- 
viding tenders for factories and 
schools. 

Dairy processing 

Production of white cheese and 
dried yoghurt from sheep milk is 
a traditional food processing 
activity practised by Jordanians in 
rural communities all over Jor- 
dan. QAF built on this traditional 
skill and started projects through 
its centres in Mafraq and Madaba 
district, utilising local sources of 
milk and providing job opportu- 
nities for 50 families;. 

In an attempt to alleviate the 
unemployment problem severely 
affecting the rural area in Jordan 
resulting from the Gulf crisis and 
tbe present economic situation in 
Jordan, QAF is trying to start 
more income generating project 
with high labour intensity. 


Hammadi says Iraq will defend 
its sovereignty, urges Arab unity 

* j 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Voicing Iraq’s de- 
termination to stand up against 
any United Nations attempt to 
use force against it. Dr. Sa’donn 
Hammadi, former Iraqi prime 
minister and advisor to President 
Saddam Hussein, called on the 
Arab people to lake a unified 
action towards achieving unity. 

“Iraq is an independent state 
and any action that infringes 
upon its sovereignty should be 
confronted,” Dr. Hammadi said 
Monday in a lecture he gave at 
Abdul Hamid Shorn an Founda- 
tion. The sole saviour of the 
“state of diaspora in which the 
Arab countries are living in” is a 
.strong belief in Arab unity, for 
'the achievement of which con- 
siderable efforts should be 
directed, be said. 

“In the final analysis, victory 
will be onr ally,” said Dr. Ham- 
madi. “It is not merely oat of an 
optimistic perspective that I 
reiterate these words; it is out of 
conviction that the Arab people 
have always been sincere and 


dedicated to Arab unity,” Dr. 
Hammadi said. 

He said the root cause of Arab 
divisions is the “partitioning 
strategy created by tbe colonialist 
countries,” which the Arab coun- 
tries have accepted believing that 
this is die only way that will lead 
to their independence from the 
Ottoman rule at that time. 

Dr. Hammadi said the creation 
of individual Arab states has con- 
tributed to the emergence of 
fanaticism in all its forms. While 
these states achieved some prog- 
ress, they failed in protecting 
their basic interests: security and 
development. 

“The (superficially created) 
Arab country in tbe Gulf is ex- 
ploiting modern technology to 
preserve its interests: especially 
in what concerns the media. 
While some people think that the 
Gulf crisis was some kind of a 
catastrophe to the Arab World in 
that it influenced Arab diploma- 
tic relations on the surface, I see 
it as quite the opposite," he said. 

Dr. Hammadi said the Golf 
war brought to the surface many 
issues in the Arab world but it 


mainly exposed the disparities 
between rich and poor countries, 
and the domination of some reg- 
imes over the oil resources which 
they use to serve their purposes 
and the interests of the colonialist 
countries. “These few people had 
to be reminded of their duties 
towards poor and deprived peo- 
ple, especially in the camps and in 
the occupied territories. Tbe cri- 
sis has made the voice of the 
needy loud enough to reach ail,” 
he said. 

The Gulf crisis, as seen by Dr. 
Hammadi, has also revealed to 
.the Arab people the double stan- 
dards of Western countries in 
dealing with international affairs. 

“(This) had never been so clear 
to the world until the the Gulf 
War erupted,” he said. 

Dr. Hammadi said a national 
strategy for solving the problems 
of the Arab Nation should aim at 
achieving Arab unity. 

“However, (the strategy) must 
not be restricted to slogans (and) 
free of any substance, it has to be 
embodied m daily activities and 
accompanied with constant 
strife,” he said. 


Ministry to 
meet needs 
of services 
councils 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment is currently 
preparing a list of priorities to 
meet the needs of joint services 
councils formed by towns and 
villages in implementation of re- 
commendations taken by heads 
of 58 councils who met in Irbid 
tost weekend. 

Ministry Secretary General 
Asem Gboseh said that the list 
mainly contains the councils 
needs of means to conduct 
maintenance and cleaning ser- 
vices. 

A task force has already started 
preparing the list after conducting 
studies of problems facing each 
individual village and town, said 
Mr. Ghosheh. 

The 58 heads of councils met 
under the chairmanship of Minis- 
ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and Environment Abdul 
Razzak Tubeishat at the Jordan 
University of Science and Tech- 
nology (JUST) to discuss out- 
standing problems impeding pub- 
lic and municipal services, includ- 
ing tbe need of staff and machin- 
ery, garbage collection tracks and 
other equipment. 

The meeting also conducted a 
general review of the councils' 
financial positions and the resche- 
duling of their debts. 


JPA grateful 
for Petra staff 
raise 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) Tuesday 
voiced deep appreciation to 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker for bis continued support 
of Jordanian journalists. 

Commenting on the Council of 
Ministers' decision tost Saturday 
to grant a 30 per cent pay increase 
to journalists employed by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, for 
overtime work, JPA President 
Suleiman Qudah said tbe decision 
was “a translation of die prime 
minister's humanitarian stand 
and his appreciation of the jour- 
nalists work.” 

“The journalists welcomed 
warmly this decision, which came 
to serve them justice as they have 
been demanding better wages 
and work conditions,” said Mr. 
Qndah. 

“Tbe JPA bad been seeking 
from tbe successive governments 
and information ministers to have 
fair and favourable response to 
their just demand over the past 
years," be said. 

Tbe government decision, Mr. 
Qudah said, was one of numerous 
steps promised to be taken by 
Sharif Zeid to meet the aspira- 
tions, and improve the conditions 
of the Jordanian journalists, said 
Mr. Qudah. 

The Petra staff had staged a 
six-hour work stoppage earlier 
this month in support of their 
demand for a 30 per cent pay 
increase similar to treatment 
accorded to the staff of Radio and 
Television Corporation. 

Hie Council of Ministers Satur- 
day endorsed a recommendation 
by the Gvil Service Commission 
for granting die Petra staff, who 
are JPA members, the 30 per cent 
overtime on their salaries. 


University receives grant 
for water harvest research 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tbe International 
Development Research Centre 
(IDRQ of Canada will provide 
the University of Jordan (UJ) 
with 250,000 Canadian dollars in 
technical assistance to help it 
conduct water harvesting and 
other related activities m accord- 
ance with an agreement signed at 
the University of Jordan Tues- 
day. 

Dr. Walid Abu Gharbieh, dean 
of the university’s Faculty of 
Agriculture, told the Jordan 
Tunes that the project was part of 
the faculty's ongoing programme 
in the eastern areas on the 
periphery of the desert. 

The project, he said, aims at 
developing the semi-arid regions 
that are threatened with deserti- 
fication through the utilisation of 
surface water. 

Under the agreement with the 
IDRC. experts from Canada will 
be coming to Jordan to help the 
faculty better utilise the surface 
water resources in a bid to pro- 
vide more quantities of water for 
agricultural development, said 
Dr. Abu Gharbieh. 

The Montreal-based Concordia 
University will provide specialists 
for the project, which will be 
implemented in cooperation with 


the Aleppo-based International 
Centre for Agricultural Research 
m Dry Areas (ICARDA), said 
Dr. Abu Gharbieh. 

He said that the university will 
cany out the project at its centre 
in Muwaqqar, where it runs an 
agriculture station conducting re- 
search work and along tbe east- 
ern dry lands which receive an 
annual average of 100 to 200 
millimetres of rainfall. This is a 
wide area where the university 
students can get training,Dr. Abu 
Gharbieh added. He said follow- 
ing the end of the three-year 
project under this agreement 
Jordanian experts will carry on 
the project. 

He said the facilities will be 
accessible to students preparing 
for their masters degree in agri- 
culture and land development. 

Furthermore, the project aims 
at creating what Dr. Abu Ghar- 
bieh called an integrated model 
of dry land being developed 
through water harvesting techni- 
ques with a view to increasing 
agricultural production and pre- 
venting soil erosion. 

Dr. Abu ' Gharbieh expected 
the project to become successful 
and serve as a unique project of 
its kind in the arid regions of the 
world. The agreement was signed 
by University President Dr. Faw- 
zi Gharaibeh and an IDRC repre- 
sentative. 


Princess Wijdan stresses 
diversity of Islamic art 


AMMAN (Petra) — Princess Wi- 
jdan, chairperson of the Royal 
Society for Fine Arts, Monday 
delivered a lecture entitled “Isla- 
mic Art in the Twentieth Cen- 
tury," at tbe Jordan Writers 
Association. 

Princess Wijdan stressed that 
Islamic arts include all art works 
by Muslims, Christians and Jews 
living nnder Islamic rule. 

She said Islamic arts do not 
include only constructing domes 
and minarets, but “they also in- 
dude all architectural works, dty 
planning, handicrafts, calligra- 
phy, music, painting, and manu- 
facturing of weapons." 

Tbe Islamic art, she said, had 
borrowed a lot of aesthetic princi- 
ples and values from the Byzan- 
tines, Indians, Barbarians and 
other civilisations and developed 


these sets of prinriples and values 
to conform to the message of 
Islam. 

Princess Wijdan reviewed in 
her lecture the development of 
Islamic arts and art schools dur- 
ing various times. "The roots of 
the Islamic art started to appear 
during the Ummayyad period, 
grew up during the Abbasid 
period, flourished in the Fatimid 
era and reached its climax in 
Andalusia," she said. 

Princess Wijdan said she 
agreed with art critics and experts 
who said that no significant de- 
velopment in the Islamic art was 
witnessed since the fragmentation 
of the Islamic empire. “Imitating 
and repeating previous works do 
not mean development,” she 
asserted. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

it Exhibition entitled “Latin American Countries in France” at 
the French Cultural Centre. 

it Exhibition of watercolour painting s by Jordanian artist Salam 
’ Kansan at Riwak Al Balka Gallery for fine arts. Al Fabers City. 


SEMINAR 

it Seminar, in Arabic, on the life of late Palestinian leader KhaU 
Al Wazir, Abu Jihad, at the Sorietific and Cultural Centre of 
Abdul Hamceri Shotnan Foundation — 6 p.m. 

FILM 

it British film entitled “Heat and Dust” at the British Council — 
7 p.m. 
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Ball in U.N. court 

THE DECISION by the Arab foreign ministers’ meeting in 
Cairo on Tuesday to demand U.N. Security Council 
sanctions against Israel rather than announcing a suspen- 
sion of peace talks with the Jewish state in retaliation for its 
expulsion of 415 Palestinians last month should not be seen 
as a split in the Arab ranks. Rather, it should be seen as the 
better course of action under the given situation, particular- 
ly when seen against the backdrop of indications from 
Washington that the U.S. might not be a willing partner 
anymore to Israel by wielding its mighty veto power against 
sanctions on the Jewish state. 

Indeed, a suspension of the bilateral peace talks could 
come at a later stage, when all efforts fail to resolve the 
expulsion crisis through forcing Israel to permit the return 
of the expelled Palestinians to their homes in the occupied 
territories. In the meantime , as Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Sharaa pointed out, the option to halt multilateral 
talks remains open and such a turn of events would hurt 
Israel perhaps more than the Arab side since the Jewish 
state is harbouring long-term economic [dans in the region 
despite the conspicuous Syrian and Lebanese boycott of the 
regional discussions. 

Notwithstanding the public posture of the Palestinians 
demanding a suspension of the peace talks, the fact remains 
that any deadlock in the carefully nurtured peace process 
will not only hurt both sides but also boost the hands of the 
hardliners who reject a negotiated solution to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. That is an eventuality that no peace- 
yearning party in the Middle East can ill-afford. 

All said and done, the Arab League demand for sanctions 
against Israel puts the ball right in the court of the Security 
Council. No doubt what is at stake is the very foundations of 
the new international role the council appears to have 
adopted. The question is: Can the council, which took less 
than a few hours Monday to issue a stern warning to Iraq to 
end its alleged violations of U.N. resolutions or face the 
consequences, afford to sidestep the will of the international 
community — as has been the case whenever Israel is 
concerned — and play blind to Israel’s total refusal to abide 
by another council resolution? 



ARABIC mSS COMMENTARIES 

AL IJUSTOUR daily Tuesday said thal the Arab Foreign ministers 
meeting in Cairo to discuss the question of the evictees represents 
a new move on the part of the Arab countries to support the 
Palestinians at a time when the United Nations has so far failed to 
serve them justice. The two U.N. envoys sent to discuss the issue 
with the Israelis have failed to force the Israeli government to 
implement U.N. Security Council Resolution 799 as Mr. Rabin 
has adamantly rejected all demands for the repatriation of the 400 
Palestinians and has decided never to to succumb to pressure from 
any source, said the daily. In the light of the situation, the Arab 
foreign ministers have no choice but to take a .'Ollective stand and 
decide on measures that would ensure the re-establishment of 
Palestinian people s rights and end Israelis arrogance, the paper 
called. The Arab masses are looking to the foreign ministers 
meeting in Cairo with hope, awaiting practical measures and 
expecting real solidarity among the Arabs in the face of the 
common challenges, said the daifv. For common action to be 
taken, minimum level of solidarity is needed at present, especially 
in the face of the looming danger represented in Washington's 
threat to veto any resolution condemning Israel's actions or 
imposing sanctions on the Jewish state for defying U.N. resolu- 

lions." the paper Jcin..;,dcd. Indeed, the paper said, the present 

situation resulting from Israel’s intransigence places, the Arab 
countries face to face with a serious challenge and calls for a’ 
prompt action that would be put into force immediately if the 
Arabs still count on the peace negotiations to reach a Final 
settlement. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i daily stressed that neither the 
Palestinians nor any other Arab people are responsible for the 
atrocities committed throughout history against the Jewish 
people. Husni Ayesh said it is true that the Jews were persecuted 
throughout history, but the persecution was done at the hands of 
the Europeans and not the Palestinians who are not oppressed in 
their own country. The writer said that Europe was the source of 
persecution ever since its nations adopted Christianity, consider- 
ing tile Jew.-, as responsible for the killing of Christ in Jerusalem. 
He Slid that it was the Nazi regime of Germany that accused the 
Jews of being responsible for all the crises in Europe, hence the 
subsequent persecution. The writer said that under no circumst- 
ance should the Palestinians he regarded as being responsible for 
the persecution of the Jews who are now venting for their hatred 
by directing their wrath against the civilian population of 
Palestine. The writer pointed out that the Europeans, and not the 
Palestinians, responsible for unjustice to the Jews and the 
other oppressed people of the world. 



Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdallah 


Something called workers’ remittances 


Production is carried out by a number of agents called factors of 
production, which include labour, capital, land and organisation. 
Each factor is entitled to a portion of the resulting output, termed 
wages and salaries (for labour), interest and dividends (for 
capital), rent (for land) and profit or loss (for organisation or 
entrepreneurs). We call these portions "factor income." 

Gross domestic product refers to goods and services produced 
(GDP) in a given country by factors of production residing in that 
country, whether national or foreign. Subtract from GDP the 
portions of foreign factors and add to it the portions of national 
factors residing abroad (net factor income) and you get gross 
national product (GNP). 

Jordanians working abroad are one factor of production and 
therefore the totality of their salaries must be added to our GNP. 
But they spend part of their salaries on consumption, thal is for 
buying goods and services where they work. This part represents 
Jordanian imports and must as such be subtracted from our GNP 
so that only the savings of these workers enter, in the final 
analysis, our GNP. These savings are what national accountants 
term as “remittances" and they record them as such when they 


are remitted to Jordan because it is only then that they come to 
know about them. 

If Jordanian capital (including these remittances after they are 
sent to Jordan) migrates to other countries for whatever reasons, 
including flight motives, it must not be treated as remittances 
when it is transferred back to Jordan, but as capital movements 
which indude two major categories: loans and investments. A 
deposit kept abroad by a Jordanian is an investment which earns 
interest so that when it is sent back to Jordan, only that interest 
goes into GNP. 

The correct specification and thereafter accurate estimation of 
workers' remittances is crucial to determine GNP and its growth 
rate which measures, in turn, how adequate or otherwise is the 
performance of the Jordanian economy, lest we should live with, 
and on. statistical gimmicks. 

Data on remittances of Jordanian workers appears in the 
balance of payments tables. The 1992 figure stands at $1,214 
million (net) against SI .108 million io 1991. These figures invite 
two acute remarks. 


First, the 1992 figure is higher than that of 1991. The oddity 
here is that the exodus of Jordanians from Kuwait ana other Gulf 
countries in the aftermath of the Gulf crisis was logically expected 
to greatly depress, not boost, the 1992 figure. Second, we : have 
been told that these figures cannot be treated as part of GNP m 
the Jordanian context, contrary to scientific standards, in other 
words, here is a situation where remittances are not remittances 
but just a statistical nicety. We have been additionally toW that 
only 10 per cent of these remittances are treated in Jordan as part 
of GNP. 

The obvious conclusion is that Jordanian capital returning back 
home is, most likely, classified as workers’ remittances. We seem 
to lump together very crude data and label them as remittances. 
This is most misleading and confusing. Worse still, is rhe fact that 
actual GNP cannot be estimated with any degree of satisfactory 
credibility. And this practice (the 10 per cent ration) was 
introduced only in late 1989 which means that heavy doubts 
should be cast on GNP figures and its growth rates in the 
preceding era. 




Don’t dismiss 
the Balkans as 
a sideshow 

By Brian Beedham 


LONDON — If there is one 
proposition about the war in ex- 
Yugoslavia that gets everybody 
nodding sagely, it is the proposi- 
tion that the Balkans are nowa- 
days a bit of a sideshow. 

Those who urge a western in- 
tervention in the war argue that 
today — unlike, say, in 1914 — a 
fight in the Balkans will not ex- 
plode into a world war, because 
the great powers no longer glare 
at each other other across this 
comer of Europe. The anti- 
interveners say that, for exactly 
the same reason, Europe and 
America do not need to worry if 
Serbs beat up Croats and Mus- 
lims in this now obscure tangle of 
hills and rivers. 

The sage nodding is premature. 
The present relative unimportance of 
the Balkans may be only tempor- 
ary. The region could once again 
become a cockpit of great-power 
rivalries; and it is all the likelier 
to do so if Europe and America 
continue to mishandle the horrors 
of ex-Yugoslavia. 

The Balkans matter whenever 
Europe faces a rival power to its 
southeast, and/or a rival power to 
its northeast, and when their con- 
flicting interests collide in this 
ill-placed part of the map. They 
have been so colliding for large 
stretches of recorded history. 

In Roman and Byzantine times 
the power to the southeast was 
Persia; later it was the Arabs, and 
then the Ottoman empire. The 
power to the northeast was once 
Ostrogoths and Avars; for the 
past few centuries — until only a 
couple of years ago — it was 
Russia. For much of this time the 
Balkans were where Old Europe 
and these two powers overlap- 
ped. That made the Balkans 
frontline country. 

If names in today's news ring 
distant bells, it is because Nis was 
once Naissus. site of a Roman 
victory over the Ostrogoths (and 
birthplace of the man who made 
Rome Christian . and created 
Constantinople)*, and because Ja- 
jee in Bosnia, seized by the Serbs 
a couple of months ago, was 
captured by the Turks in 1438: 
and because the River Sava was 
once the Habsburg-Ottoman 
frontier; and so on. 

It was only the other day. as it 
were, that this power-triangle 
ceased to brood over the Bal- 
kans. Since the Ottoman empire 
collapsed in 1918 there has been 
no great power to Europe's 
southeast. Since the Soviet Union 
collapsed in 1991 there has been 
no great power to the northeast. 

But it is foolish to assume that 
this suspension of the forces 
which made the Balkans matter 
will prove permanent. A new 
power triangle is in the making, 
and it is not a comfortable one. 

A new power to Europe's 
southeast is gradually emerging 
out of the confused, angry frag- 
ments of the Muslim World. The 
western part of the Muslim World 
— the region between Iran and 
Algeria — has oil wealth. It has 
intelligent people. It has arms 
including missiles with chemical 
warheads and, potentially, nuc- 
lear ones, too. It has not yet 
found an issue to unite around, or 
the man to do the uniting: but 
sooner or larer it will find both. 

If things go badly, the uniting 
issue will be anti-western resent- 
ment. The way things are going in 
ex-Yugoslavia at the moment, 
you can foresee one powerful 
component of that resentment. 

In Bosnia and Kosovo, the 
world's Muslims watch fellow 
Muslims being brutalised by non- 
Muslims — and the West doing 
nothing to stop it. If the West 
continues to do nothing, the Mus- 
lim countries will send more 
weapons to their coreligionists in 
ex-Yugoslavia. They may also 
send fighting men. In that case, a 
new Muslim power would in 
effect already have set foot inside 
Europe. Even if things do not go 
that far, Bosnia and Kosovo will 


be added to the list of bitternesses 
that could one day produce a 
Muslim explosion against the 
West. 

There will also before long be a 
new power to tbe northeast. It 
will be, in one political shape or 
another, a Russia that has re- 
turned to claim its place in the 
world. Russia is huge in territory, 
in human numbers and in the raw 
materials of wealth. It will one 
day get itself organised again. 
Then, however it runs its politics 
and its economics, it will pursue 
Russian interests, just as France 
pursues French interests and Bri- 
tain pursues British ones. 

One of those Russian interests 
will be to claim the leadership of 
what most Russians see as “the 
Slav family." There is nothing 
improper in this. Most Germans 
see a special relationship between 
themselves and the other coun- 
tries of tbe Germanic language 
area. Most Britons like to think 
of their special attachment to 
America. 

“The Balkans mat- - 
ter whenever 
Europe faces a riv- 
al power to its 
southeast, and/or a 
rival power to its 
northeast, and 
when their con- 
flicting interests 
collide in this ill- 
placed part of the 
map. They have 
been so colliding 
for large stretches 
of recorded his- 
tory.” 

The trouble is that the Slav 
family includes the Serbs — the 
chief cause of the present Balkans 
disaster. And already voices in 
Moscow are saying that Russia's 
true loyalty should be Serbia, not 
to some woolly international 
attempt to protect Bosnian Mus- 
lims. 

This looming reemergence of 
the Balkans triangle makes it 
nonsense to say that the West 
need not bother about what hap- 
pens in ex-Yugoslavia. Of course, 
a western policy designed to 
check Serbian expansion will an- 
ger the Serbs, and it will irritate 
the pan-Slav faction in Russia. 
But better to pay that price now, 
while Russia is still weak and 
hesitant, than to pay the price of 
letting Serbian expansion go un- 
checked. 

Letting it go unchecked means 
encouraging the pan-Slavists in 
Russia to believe that expansion- 
ism works, which is a lesson they 
will remember when Russia has 
regained its strength. That 
nourishes the wrong sort of future 
Russia. 

Letting Serbia expansion go 
unchecked also means telling the 
Islamic World that the West will 
do nothing to save the Balkan 
Muslims, apart from sending 
them occasional convoys of food 
and piously calling for peace, 
please. That increases the pros- 
pect of a Muslim intervention, 
and it nourishes the wrong sort of 
future Islam. 

Serbia's Slobodan Milosevic, 
say the tum-your-back people, is 
not Nazi Germany’s Adolf Hitler. 
Correa. The reason for saying 
that Mr. Milosevic should be 
stopped is not that, unstopped, 
he will proceed to conquer the 
rest of Europe. He is a purely 
local villain. The real reason is 
that a victory for Serbian expan- 
sion will make it harder for Old 
Europe to live in peace with both 
of the future great powers to its 
cast — International Herald Tri- 
bune. 


LETTERS 


‘Peop/e who an citizens of an occupied country ham tbe right to 
tight tor their freedom.* 

( Margaret Thatcher) 

Haunting images 

The following is a letter addressed to British Prime Minister John 
Major by a British citizen at the end of December: 

Until a few days ago I was visiting one of the Arab countries. 
While there, I noticed on television that you were welcoming to 
tbe U.K. the current prime minister of Israel, Yitzhak Rabin. 

I am sure you must be aware that most of the Israeli 
government leaders were formally members of terrorist organisa- 
tions: The Irgun Zvai Leumi. The Stern Gang and the Hagganah, 
who were responsible for the killing in cold blood, of many British 
servicemen. 

It was in the course of the showing of the Israeli film "Pillars of 
Fire”, on Nov. 14, 1986, that the former prime minister of Israel, 
Menachem Begin, admitted that he, along with other members of 
the Stern Gang, including Rabin, had placed the bombs which 
destroyed the King David Hotel on July 22, 1946, when 91 British 
servicemen were killed. 

It was also recently admitted by Major General Moshe 
Bar-Kochbar (Israeli army) that terrorist organisations Irgun, 
Stem Gang and Hagganah were integrated into and even 
formed the backbone of the Israeli army when it was first set up in 
1948. 

On the basis of that information, no one should be surprised 
that there exists such contempt for Palestinian human life, 
demonstrated daily by the Israeli army and the Shin Bet. 

On the very day yon were shaking the hand of Yitzhak Rabin, 
three teenage boys, no more than children, were shot dead by the 
Israeli army in the Gaza Strip. 

It was, of course, Yitzhak Rabin who ordered the "Iron Fist 
Policy" at the commencement of the intifada, and I dearly 
remember him defending the shooting of four schoolchildren on 
Dec. 17, 1988. Let me quote him: "The killings are part of my 
government's policy, it was necessary, the flare-ups win be kept in 
check with an iron fbt policy." 

We seem to talk a lot about ethnic deansing these days, but as 
far as the postwar era is concerned, this policy originated in tbe 
land which bad been home to the Palestinians (who just happen to 
be the descendants of the Canaanites) for over two thousand 
years. In feet, it was Joseph Weitz who. as early as 1940, said with 
some arrogance before the setting up of the state of Israel in 1948: 

"Among ourselves, it must be dear that there is no place in the 
country for both peoples together ...with the Arabs, we shall not 
achieve our aim of being an independent people in this country. 
The only solution is Eretz-Israel, without Arabs ...and there is no 
other way but to transfer the Arabs from here to the neighbouring 
countries. Transfer all of them, not one tribe or one village should 
remain.” 

I have spent many years in the Arab World (my first visit was in 
1952 in fad) and even after all these years, I am continually 
reminded, even by teenagers, of Britain's responsibility for the 
partition of the Palestinian homeland. 

It is very difficult to assess what the Gulf war achieved, except 
perhaps to create another "Palestinian situation" for the unfor- 
tunate Kurds. If the object was to topple Saddam Hussein, then 
that has clearly fa fled because, as I move around the Arab World, 
it is now quite dear that he is looked upon as some sort of martyr 
who had the courage to stand up against America and Israel; but 
there is the other side of this coin, as far as Britain is concerned. 

I realised early in ray experience of the Muslim/Arab World, 
their mentality is such that they do not forgive nor forget very 
easily, and I firmly believe the high profile which Britain assumed 
in tbe Gulf war has done irreparable damage to the long-term 
interests of our country. 

Our relationship with a number of Arab states is at a pretty low 
ebb, and I am already seeing countries like China, and even some 
of tbe former Soviet states, setting their sights on the market 
chances, where once Britain was unopposed. 

But let me come back to Israel. I am sure you must know that it 
was Mossad which trained the dreaded secret police, the 
Securitate of Romania, the hit squads of the drug barons of 
Colombia and the evil men who kept Papa Doc of Haiti in power 
for many years. I could extend this list to other states, but space 
does not permit. 

You will be aware of course that tbe United Nations Human 
Rights Commission ruled on Feb. 10. 1989, that Israel was guilty 
of war crimes in the occupied territories, and I think we should be 
most circumspect in talking about war crimes in Iraq. 

I have visited Israel and in the occupied territories of Gaza and 
the West Bank I have seen with my own eyes the atrocities of 
which Israel is guilty. I have taken statements from mothers who 
have seen their children shot dead in front of them, and wives who 
have witnessed their husband, or sometimes the only breadwinner 
of the family, beaten to death before their eyes. 

1 have sat on the beds of brain-damaged little children, beaten 
by club-swinging Israeli soldiers who I can only describe as thugs. 
There were also children, victims of explosive bullets, there limbs 
and littie bodies blown apart and who, like the brain-damaged 
children, will never recover. 

I am sure that to the end of my days I shall be haunted by the 
sight and disfiguration of the young man of 23 who, for no 
particular reason, whilst walking home from work, was thrown 
four times face down on a pile of burning rubber tyres by several 
Israeli soldiers. He was married with two little children. Of course 
the Israelis are not over-generous with medical supplies in the 
occupied territories and, most of all, pain-killing drugs are in 
short supply. That young man died a terrible death, but I am glad 
I was there to hold his hand as he passed away. It is an experience 
that I shall never forget, neither will I ever forgive those who were 
responsible. 

I can never understand why, when Israel invaded Lebanon, 
when it used fragmentation bombs, vacuum bombs, duster 
bombs, phosphorous bombs and even bombs resembling toys 
which, when picked up by the little children, exploded immediate- 
ly resulting in death or terrible mutilation, Britain remained 
silent. 

Like the toxic gases, which have been used both in Lebanon 
and the occupied territories by Israel, were of American origin. I 
know, because I researched the subject. 

All these weapons of war are prohibited under the Geneva 
Convention and the relative protocols. As I believe were the 
Multi Launch Rocket Systems (MLRS) which were used by the 
Americans in the Gulf war. 

I have to say that I found it somewhat surprising that Clifford 
Longley, writing in the Daily Telegraph on Dec. 4, alleged that 
anti-semitism had its origin in this country in tbe twelfth century. 


I am always mindful of the thousands of Palestinians held in 
Israeli prisons and prison camps, subjected to beatings, torture, 
electric shock treatment and other forms of inhumanities which I 
would be reluctant to describe to you in detail. It is admitted by 
Israel that they hold hundreds, it may even be thousands of 
people, without trial or charges and they might justly be called 
hostages. Many of them have been held for years and may never 
live to reveal the conditions under which they have been held nor 
the treatment they have endured. 

On June 20, 1988, it was disclosed by Israel that 72 Jewish 
prisoners being held in Beersheba prison in south Israel had 
slashed tbeir wrists in protest at the conditions in the prison. You 
can imagine tbe conditions under wlvch the thousands of 
Palestinians are being held. 

Currently, I am watching very closely the situation of the 415 
Palestinians being expelled from their homeland by the Israelis. 

Surely, prime minister, these tragic Palestinians are in the 
image of the French Maquis, the Belgian. Dutch, Norwegian and 
Danish underground elements who fought alongside tbe allies in 
World War n for the cause of freedom; and is that not the basis oF 
all human rights? 

May I remind you of something that die former prime minister. 
Margaret Thatcher, said in the House of Commons on Feb. 18, 
1986? Speaking on her return from Poland, she said this: 
"People who are citizens of an occupied country 
have the right to fight for their freedom." 

Margaret Thatcher was conceding the legality of the action of 
the Palestinians jn attacking the Israeli soldiers in the occupied 
territories. 

Again speaking on her visit to Poland, on Nov. 14. 1988. she 
said "I felt the people’s love of liberty and their yearning for 
freedom, and nothing could be more moving.'' 

As I walked through the narrow streets of Gaza and spoke with 
the Palestinians in other occupied territories. I also experienced 
tbeir yearning for freedom and liberty and perhaps, better than 
most, I knew what she meant. 

I have also toured the Palestinian refugee camps in Syria and 
Jordan and they really do believe that one day, wise states- 
manship will prevail and they will be able to return to their 
homeland. 

Perhaps I should explain that I am in my 54th year of working 
with sick, handicapped and underprivileged children in a volun- 
tary capacity, involving children from many countries. 

I shall be 79 next year', and I must say that I never really 
thought I would live to see so much tragedy and suffering in the 
last years of my life, so much of which could have been prevented 
by wise leaders. 

I was involved, in pre-World War II, in bringing Jewish 
children out of Hitler's Germany. 

Now I am haunted by the knowledge that it may well be the 
children of some of those we helped to escape to the West who are 
committing the atrocities and the killing of the Palestinian people. 

Reg Cleaver, 

9 Elm View, 

Ash Hill, 
Aldershot Hants, 
Great Britain. 

Time to wake up 

To the Editor: 

As life progresses at a fast pace, with universal changes taking 
place every split of a second, we, in the Arab World still seem to 
be in a state of hibernation. What is most striking about our 
situation is that we are so mesmerised by this state that the other 
so-called civilised parts of the world have become our masters, 
and we, their puppets. 

Isn’t it high time we woke up? What is most saddening is that 
we blame tbe West and Israel for all that has happened and is still 
happening to us. Meanwhile, with us blabbering all the time, the 
West and Israel have been busy advancing technologically and 
concocting more tyrannical plans to exterminate us. 

What are we doing about it? Well, we are actually keeping 
ourselves busy by taking the bait. The best example that comes to 
my mind, that depicts this situation, is the Hamas movement, and 
the so-called "Islamic fundamentalism", the perfect plot for 
self-destruction within our system. 

Not only are the masters" fully utilising our weaknesses, they 
arc also excejlmg at destroying the religion of Islam; and what is 
most saddening is that we are helping them. 

Since when is Islam synonymous with force, blood, and revolt’ 

2™ “ °: a P 5 ^ a most holy and sacred religion 

that ought not to be taken advantage of for group purples. 

^ K>thC ^ e * am P. ic 1 of Arab humiliation is the “no-fiy^zone 
in Iraq and the latest tnck pulled by the U.S. and its allies, giving 
to Saddam Hussein to move the Iraqi missilJs and 
anti-aircraft guns from around the 32nd-parallel 

t0 t f mS sovere ignty and independence 
fhino ^ ,'h^J , M y c 2 ° DCS the way fo make Peace? Tte funny 
55LJ th ?-, U l e V s : government talks about global peace 

turbulence and conflict imp!fe£ 
ly. An ultimatum is given to Saddam Hussein to retreat at the 
same time as the U.N. resolution (or should I rav foe U " 

^ Pend f i 3 8 ' ^ no ultimatum given to ht£l 
L S deponing more than 400 Palestinians 

V”?* Bec f use Israel «s not one of the 
.EHE?* 7*!L? rae “ s * and together as one unbreakable 
entity that strongly believes m its cause, objectives arSexSence 

So it is high fame we learnt a lesson. It to Dull oiTS 
together and unite to rebuild our image and our di™i£ 
to stop bhuning others for our 

thaffights B 

4225? in °" e 10 5-2 £? e “ 


Niveen Abboashi, 

Amman 

Tbe Jordan Tunes welcomes letters and *_ 

readers on any subject they wish to co ? tT1 ^ utJ 0 as from its 

publication, however, 

preferably address as well. Names can 

request and under special dnumstanoesl ™** lbe,d "jj. u P° n 
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j Moves under way to end dispute Arabs demand sanctions on Israel Israel proposes halting nuclear spread Bosnian Serbs accept peace proposal 


; (Continued from page I) 

» iA 

; government faced a dilemma, 
; * Mr. Najdawi said, “Before 
! r April 1989 people with certain 
; ^political leanings enjoyed free- 
I doms and certain others— - like 
I ; the left — did not. Today, in 
I «'■ 1993, that status quo has not 
; , been. changed legally/* 

< ' According to Mr. Najdawi 
! die refusal of the government 
| .1 to give legal status to the three 
; r left-wing parties undermined 
' -*tbe democratic and pluralistic 
! i. society that- Jordan wants to 
; c become.” He said that the 

• * issue was less legal than politic- 

‘ v ai, 

; . “The issue is in fact political 
; and not legal and we hope we 
can work out out differences 
with the governmental com- 
; nrittee which is assigned to this 
problem,’* Mr. Najdawi 
’ — added. 

; „ A governmental committee 
; ' which will follow up the issue 
of political groups facing a 
! * rejection of their legal status 

* .*■ by the Ministry of Interior will 
» ; be made up of Messrs Hindawi 
! *' and Sohennat as well as Minis- 
: * ter of Interior Jawdat Sboul. 

according to political party 
officials involved in the dia- 
*. logue. 

Asked if being grouped with 
; three parties that had been 
denied political party status 


undermined his chances of 
being legalised, Mr. Amer of. 
DPPJ sm± “No”. 

“I believe that if any appli- 
cant is rejected it will be On a 
purely basis,” said Mr. 
Amer,. who is the secretary 
general of his organisation. 

“When some of the ! leftist 
parties were being rejected I 
felt that there was a political 
bias against the left and I ques- 
tioned the direction that the 
democratuation process was 
taking,” said Mr. Amer. 

After the initial meeting 
with the government delega- 
tion Mr. Amer said he “felt 
reassured about the intentions 
that directed the government's 
decisions.” 

The Ministry of Interior con- 
firmed that the five parties still 
awaiting a response fr om the 
ministry bad been informed of 
when they would receive an 
answer on the status of their 
applications. 

The Unity Party, will receive 
a response between Feb. 5 and 
11 and the Freedom Party, 
headed by Fawaz Zonbi, be- 
tween Feb. 10 and 16. The 
Democratic Socialist Jordanian 
Party, headed by Issa Madanat 
and the Party of Progress and 
Justice, beaded by Dr. Zeid 
Hatnzeh wiU receive a re- 
sponse between March 1 and 7. 


Sahaf: Iraq has U.N. approval 

(Continued from page 1) 

According to the minister, if UNIKOM felt th« the number of Iraqis 
involved in the operations was too high, then “this is something else.” 
“If you want the number to be Jess than what bad been or more than what it 
is until now, tbeo you have to give us more time to evacuate (he property,” he 
said. 

Mr. Sahaf flatly rejected a U.N. demand that the equipment already 
removed be returned. “They have no legal ground to ask us to do this,” be 
said. “They cannot take the right of possession of Iraqi property. They don’t 
' have the jurisdiction. 

■ “If there is such a decision it is really outrageous and it is illegal.” 

Iraqis continue to remove equipment 


(Continued from page 1) 


“So I can imagine that further 
. action m this respect could be 
taken ... without necessary asking 
for a green lqght from the council. 
That is definitely a not very dis- 
tant, but a very feasible possttriL 
Mr. Erdos added. 

Mr. Bush's press secretary, 

' • Marlin Fhzwater, accused Iraq of 
“a dear pattern of violation” of 
- U.N. resolutions and said it can- 
not continue. 

.. Kuwaiti Defence Minister 
. Sheikh Ali A! Sabah told parlia- 
ment on Tuesday that die emirate 
was prepared to repel any Iraqi 
military threat. 

“The defence lines along our 
borders are capable of turning 
back any attack by Iraqi forces 
' present in southern Iraq,” Sheikh 
Ali said. 

About 250 U.N. personnel 
with no weapons watch the bar- 
ren Iraq-Kuwait borders around 
tbe clock for violations of Gulf 
war ceasefire agreement or any 
other United Nations resolutions. 

; The United Nations Iraq- 
is Kuwait Observation Mission , 
i- (UNIKOM) has 18 observation 

1 posts along the disputed 210- 
kilometre border. In case of 
violations, the observers’ job is to 

. inform tbe United Nations about 
■ it. 

Mr. Kabbaj said the Iraqis had 
not asked permission to enter tbe 
demilitarised zone where tbe for- 

2 mer base is located and no clear- 
.• ance had been given. 

But he added that it was not 
: dear if the incursion had broken 
Gulf war ceasefire agreements. 

. He did not explain why Tuesday's 
, incident may not have been a 
breach. 

Similar incidents on Sunday 
.. and Monday were described by 
. the United Nations as violations. 

- Tbe weapons raid, days of ten- 
.♦ sion over Iraq’s deployment of 
1 missiles in the Western-imposed 

“no-fly" zone in southern Iraq 

- and Baghdad ban on weapons 

> inspectors using U.N. planes 
. have- put Baghdad and its foes 

- back on coltiskm course. 

- The United States and Britain 
. said that force may be used 
' a g ai n st Baghdad to enforce com- 
' puance with U.N. resolutions. 

> But diplomats in the region 

- said Iraq leader appeared confi- 
dent the U.S.-led allies would nut 

-- risk war to prevent it from taking 
Iraqi arms and other equipment 
. from the former naval base. 

At least 15 U.S. warships and 
up to 200 aircraft are posed in the 
Gulf to cany out any decision 
!- sanctioned by tbe U.N. 

Some diplomats said the Iraqis 
cfeady believed they had blanket 

- permission to enter tbe zone at 
any time before a Jan. 15 dead- 
line to remove equipment left 
behind after the six-week Gulf 
war. 

But under the proper proce- 
dure the Iraqis needed to seek, 
and receive, clearance from UN- 
IKOM whenever they entered 
the demilitarised zone to gather 
' material, they said. 

UNIKOM said the Iraqis had 


been quietly entering tbe d emili - 
tarised zone to dismantle tbe 
warehouses since Jan. 2, a De- 
velopment disclosed by the obser- 
vers only after Sunday’s weapons 
raid. 

Tbe Security Council Monday 
accused Iraq of repeated viola- 
tions of ceasefire resolutions and 
warned of “serious .consequences 
that will flow from; continued, 
defiance.” 

The council said it would try to 
persuade Iraq to relent before it 
would consider any concrete ac- 
tion, adding that Iraq’s pattern of 
behaviour had been “to take a 
strong stand party for home con- 
sumption and then back down.” 

By declaring that Iraq had 
violated the terms of the Gidf war 
ceasefire, the statement might be 
interpreted as justifying a re- 
sumption of military action, 
though this seemed unlikely, at 
least for now. 

Russia strongly condemned its 
old ally Iraq for the incursions but 
fopgfat shy of saying whether 
military action should be taken 
against Baghdad. 

Iraq, meanwhile, said it was 
open to talks “to achieve peace 
and security which guarantees the 
legal rights of Iraq in sovereignty 
and independence.” 

A! Qadissiya, die official army 
newspaper, blamed Iraq’s recent 
troubles on Mr. Bush, saying he 
bad “criminal intentions” against 
Iraq. 

The political editor of the Iraqi 
News Agency said in a commen- 
tary Tuesday that “Iraq did not 
violate tbe demilitarised zone and 
did not interfere with the work of 
the (U.N.) observers ... and did 
not make any kind of provocative 
act against them.” 

The editor also said that the 
only items removed were “civi- 
lian material and n on-banned 
equipment.” 

Last week, Iraq moved anti- 
aircraft batteries that Washington . 
and its allies said were threaten- 
ing Western aircraft patrolling 
the “no-fly” zone in southern 
Iraq. But Baghdad continues to 
shuttle the missiles about the 
area. U.S. officials said Monday. 

U.S. General John Snalikash- 
vilz said Iraqi anti-aircraft missiles 
in tile northern “no-fly” zone 
“were brought up to an oper- 
ational status in the last few 
days.” 

UJS. Air Force Major Mike 
Waters, tbe spokesman for a 
Western air. force based in Tur- 
key, said there was no state of 
heightened alert at tbe Indrfik air 
base and the coalition planes 
were continuing their normal 
duties. 

‘ Iraq also has insisted that U.N. 
weapons inspectors flying into tbe 
country use Iraqi Airways planes 
instead of U.N. charters. That 
has created a stalemate stalling 
U.N. weapons inspection prog- 
rammes in the country.. 

On Sunday, Iraqi workmen re- 
moved four Silkworm missiles 
and explosives that bad been left 
behind by Iraqi forces in the Gulf, 
war. The munitions were slated 
for- destruction by the United 
Nations. 


(Continued from page 1) 

followed and respected and the 
Security Co and! should assume 
its responsibilities like it did in 
Other issues. Hie law must be 
above everybody. There should 
be no state below or above the 
law. We want an end to double 
standards,” Dr. Abdul Meguid 
said. 

The Arabs realise that 
Washington might veto any sanc- 
tions resolution but refuse to 
concede the point in advance. 
They are angry that the Security 
Couucil has used sanctions 

r 'inst Iraq, Libya and the states 
fonner Yugoslavia but not 
against Israel. 

The Arab statement did not 
threaten to suspend Middle East 
peace talks, which delegates said 
tbe Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) had suggested. 
Tbe PLO announced Monday 
that Palestinians would not take 
part in any more talks with Israel 
until the evictees were allowed 
home. 

But diplomats said Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia bad argued that it 
would be premature to suspend 
the talks, which began in October 
1991 after months of painstaking 
diplomacy by the United States. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid said tbe 
resolution warned of the “great 
dangers and repercussions of the 
Israeli expulsion mi security and 
stability in tbe region and on the 
fragile Middle East peace pro- 
cess.” 

He said the ministers did not 
give the Security Council an ulti- 
matum to act. He also refused to 
.say what measures the Arabs 
would consider if the U.N. foiled 
to force Israel to comply. 

“This will come in the proper 
time. I am not going to prejudge 
any action. We are watching the 
situation very carefully. Let’s 
wait and see. This is- a very 
serious mattter,” he said. 

Tbe conference “warns against 
the grave dangers caused by this 
violation and by the policy of 
mass expulsions to regional secur- 
ity and stability and to the current 
peace process,” the resolution 
said. 

This was tbe closest the resolu- 


tion came to either the bilateral 
and multilateral Arab-Israel 
negotiations. 

The resolution proposed sta- 
tioning an international force “to 
provide protection for citizens in 
the Palestinian and other occu- 
pied Arab territories.” 

Farook Kaddoumi, tbe PLO's 
political department director who 
represented it at tbe conference, 
declared Monday it would be 
“impossible” for the Palestinian 
delegations to resume peace folks 
with Israel “so Jong as the evic- 
tees remain deported.” 

The next round of bilateral 
talks is scheduled for Feb. 20 in 
Washington. No tangible prog- 
ress was achieved in eight pre- 
vious rounds. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
told Reuters after a meeting of 
Islamic states in Dakar. “Hie 
solution of the Palestinian expel- 
lees will be tbe assurance Of the 
continuation of the peace talks.” 

Asked if this meant no more 
talks until the Palestinians re- 
turned home, Mr. Arafat said: 
“Definite.” 

Israeli officials declined to 
comment. Foreign ministry 
spokesman Eviatar Manor said: 
“We don’t react to comments by 
Arafot. He can say whatever he 
wants.” 

Syria, which for four decades 
refused to contemplate direct 
negotiations with Israel, said that 
at least the bilateral talks should 
continue because they were in 
Arab interests. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa said multilater- 
al talks on the long-term develop- 
ment of the Middle East were 
more important to Israel and 
could be suspended if need be. 

The Syrian minister told the 
meeting: “If we have to suspend - 
the negotiations. let us start by 
suspending the multilateral nego- 
tiations in which a number of 
Arab states are taking part. 

“This would definitely be a 
trigger blow to Israel than sus- 
pending the bilateral talks. In the 
trilateral talks we want to get hack 
our lands and our usurped rights. 
But in the multilateral talks Israel 
wants many things.’’ 


(Continued from page I) 

the Jaffee Centre for Strategic 
Studies in Tel Aviv, agreed that 
Mr. Peres would be setting a 
precedent by mentioning nuclear 
arms specifically. 

Mr. Alpher said the first sign of 
a change in policy emerged in 
October in tbe draft Israeli- 
Jordanian agenda for peace talks. 
It called for a Middle East free 
from non-conventional weapons 
in the context of comprehensive 
peace. 

“What's new here is the speci- 
fic mention of the nuclear dimen- 
sion," Mr. Alpher told Reuters. 

Israel's 14-month-old peace 
talks with Jordan, iebanon. Syria 
and the Palestinians are due to 
resume next month but Palesti- 
nians are vowing to stay away 
because of Israel’s expulsion of 
415 Palestinians to Lebanon. 

Representatives from at least 
115 nations, including Mr. Peres, 
will sign the U.N. convention 
banning tbe manufacture, posses- 


sion or use of chemical weapons 
at the three-day meeting in Paris, 
French officials said Monday. 

It will be the first global dis- 
armament agreement to abolish 
an entire category of weapons of 
mass destruction, they said. 

Several Arab countries are not 
expected to sign because they 
object to Israel’s reputed nuclear 
weapons capability. Only Libya 
and Kuwait have said they will be 
present in Paris and neither is 
likely to sign. 

In Washington, the U.5. State 
Department appealed to the 
Arab states to sign the treaty, 
saying the agreement is important 
in itself and should not be tied to 
other nuclear or biological issues. 

The convention includes what 
French officials call a revolution- 
ary verification system allowing 
for inspection on challenge any- 
where, at any time by interna- 
tional experts to check suspicions 
of chemical arms manufacture or 
stockpiling. 


(Continued from page l> 

recognise “three constituent peo- 
ples” in Bosnia- Herzegovina — 
Serbs, Muslims and Croats — but 
bar provinces from making fore- 
ign policy. The planned 10 pro- 
vinces would have wide auton- 
omy. 

Mr. Karadzic said the plan still 
leaves “a lot of possibilities to 
achieve our objectives.” 

Disputes remain between the 
Bosnian Serbs and the Muslim- 
led government over provincial 
boundaries and over the with- 
drawal of Serb heavy weapons 
from around the besieged capital 
Sarajevo and other strategic 
points. 

Mr. Karadzic said he could not 
predict when he would sign the 
accords, which tbe mediators in- 
sist must be accepted as a pack- 
age. But he said he was confident 
the Bosnian Serb assembly would 
approve Tuesday’s deal. 


Mr. Cosic said he would travel 
to Bosnia soon, evidently to sell 
the accord to Bosnian Serb hard- 
liners worried that war gains are 
being sacrificed. 

Only the Bosnian Croats, the 
smallest ethnic group, have 
signed the peace plan. 

Earlier Tuesday, the talks were 
on the verge of collapse after Mr. 
Karadzic, insisted again on a Bos- 
nian Serb state, the main obstacle 
at the talks. A full meeting of all 
three factions in Bosnia broke up 
without agreement. 

But, diplomatically isolated, 
Mr. Karadzic returned to talk 
with Mr. Vance and Lord Owen 
several hours later. 

Mr. Vance said Mr. Milosevic, 
who joined the Geneva talks for 
the first time Monday, had urged 
Mr. Karadzic to accept the 
mediators’ constitutional princi- 
ples that keep Bosnia a sovereign 
state. 


Tourabi: Sudan army rulers to step down 


Somalia peace talks deadlocked 


(Continued from page 1) 
useful role. 

“The executive power is now in 
the council of ministers. The leg- 
islative power is in parliament. 
There is no place, actually, for 
that council any more.” he said. 

Dr. Tourabi said he himself 
would never run for public office 


and the NIF no ambition to be a 
regular political party, declara- 
tion: “We never aspire to politic- 
al power, never." 

Asked if the NIF had learned 
from the past and preferred influ- 
ence to open control, he said: 
“Absolutely, absolutely, abso- 
lutely.” 


(Continued from page 1) 
because he’s frightened the 
others will form a block vote 
against him,” said one political 
analyst attending the talks. He 
asked not to be named. 

The tumultuous meeting, 
which began Jan. 4, was sche- 
duled to conclude late Monday or 
Tuesday morning, with delegates 
returning to Somalia later Tues- 
day. A U.N. spokesman said. 

According to spokesman 


Farouk Mawlawi, the factions 
had reached a preliminary cease- 
fire and disarm anent agreement 
but were unable to concur on 
other details, thus negating the 
earlier breakthrough. 

There were doubts as to how 
faithfully a ceasefire would have 
been obeyed and the agreement 
would not have affected gangs of 
freelance bandits. Nevertheless, 
the now-defunct agreement was 
seen as a potentially significant 
move. 


APARTMENT 
IN ABDOUN 


Fully furnished 2 bedrooms apt. with 2 sitting 
areas, dining, spacious kitchen, separate tele- 
phone, separate heating and a veranda. 

If interested, please call: 662016 or 621377 



Weather tears oil tanker into pieces 

(Continued from page I) Wild weather made it drffici 


. itfte ojjj completely submerged. 
The ship’s funnel swayed with the 
dark' brown swell. 

Oil from the ship has killed 
hundreds of sea birds and en- 
dangered seals, otters and other 
wildlife in one of the most impor- 
tant wildlife areas in Western 


Officials said a total of 626 
dead birds had been recovered 
but the death toll is likely to 
mount now it is clear that most of 
the tankers oil has gushed into 
the sea. 


Wild weather made it difficult 
to chart the flow of the spill, 
authorities said. 

Huriican e-force winds raked 
across Sumbuxgh head, rain, sleet 
and snow have limited viability, 
and lighting during the night 
caused brief power surges. 

Salmon formers prayed for 
wind and waves to carry the oil 
away from their pens, many of 
them anchored in inlets north- 
west of the wreckage. 

“We’re hopeful that the weath- 
er will be with us,” said Alistair 
Good! ad. “It’s a nervous time, of 
coarse it is.” 



...AND YOU WERE 
AERIADT LAn ! 



For your next car rental plans choose 

THE PROFESSIONAL 
THE RELIABLE 
THE NEWEST 

SWAN NATIONAL RENT A CAR 

S 694-882 


Job Opportunity 

Amman Plaza Hotel is seeking a young dynamic 
sales department secretary. 

With the following qualifications: 

- Minimum experience of 2 years in a 5 star hotel. 

- Fluent in English and Arabic (bilingual). 

- Must have typing skills in Arabic and English. 

- Capable of working on computer and word 
processor. 

- Knowledge of filing and correspondence. 

ff you are interested in applying for the above post, 
kindly present yourself in person to the Sales 
Department during working hours from 10 am 
to 4 pm with C. V. recent photo and passport 
particulars. 


FORTE 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


CROWN 

LNX1L EST, 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 



UE CORSE FIS Eu SESm 

YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN^. 

it Kais Drydean, 1 Hr. Service 

☆ Shoes repair it Engraving 
it Keys Service 

☆ Uphoistry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821658, Fax 
828163 


TiH 

jTF 

U. 


ITT 


• 


>V < 


1 Hour Service ,t f . 
Develop yO$f colour* JUm at 


20 * M t.cm. 


-- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 81 0605/81 0S09 
Fax: 810520 


S=J 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

open Daily 12.30- 330 pm 

7. 30 -n .30 pm 

Alter the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd aide 


Tei;6595l9 6S9S20 
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' CHEN’S A 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and tasie our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight / 


Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Ammarv/Kw has its own. 

.N- • 

;■ m 

Where you can et^dy^the most exquisite 
Chinese dishes'fcfr tench and dinner. 

..... : 

. BanqueLan^ 

All chefs frofn Pekfn g, China 

:CfcirW=TQWn 

at the Amman Hotel 
Tel. 674295 or 674111 - ext. 6338 



I f Wm 


RESTAURANT 


Special Chinest Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Open U30-J30 & 6.00- 1130 daily 


Take « wqr fs avaOabtm 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 


TbL 661922, Amman 


Once Tasted 

Afcwys Lowed 


:f- 5 W 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
.in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Taka away is aindfabl* 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


The First Class Hotel in 
'Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAKIITEL 

,U2<|l|ls 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P 0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 




TEL 819564 
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Saby still leads 
Paris-Dakar Rally 


PARIS ;R) — Bruno Saby was 
content to protect his big lead as 
he drove his Mitsubishi into fifth 
place in the sixth African stage of 
the Paris-Dakar Rally Monday. 

Pierre Lartique. the only driver 
with a realistic chance of catching 
him. finished one minute 48 
seconds faster in his Citroen but 
the gap between the two French 
was still an enormous one hour 36 
minutes 36 seconds. 

The 626-km special stage 
through Algeria's spectacular 
shifting dunes and petrified 
forests of the Chech Erg from 
Adrar to Chenachen was won by 
four-times Paris-Dakar winner 
Ari Vatenen of Finland in a 
Citroen but he remained more 
than seven hours behind the lead- 
er in seventh place. 

Mitsubishi's Erwin Weber 


(Germany) was second fastest 
and Citroen's Hubert Auriol 
(France) third. 

' Weber lost several minutes 
with a puncture, then stopped to 
help Japanese teammate- Kenjiro 
Shinozuka, whose clutch had 
gone just 100 kms into the stage. 

Shinozuka lost third place 
overall to Auriol “but I think we 
can get it back,” said the Veteran 
Japanese, who managed to nurse 
his Mitsubishi to the finish. 

Bike leader Stephan e 
Peterhansel is also defending his 
position with careful riding. The 
French Yamaha rider was happy 
to let team Mate Jordi Acardons 
of Spain win the stage, although 
he finished second with 85 mi- 
nutes still in hand over his closest 
overall rival. France’s Thierry 
Charbonnier on a Yamaha. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ahli, Orthodoxi and Jalil score wins 

AMMAN (J.T. ) — Three basketball matches were played Tuesday 
as the First Division Championship resumed with AJ Ahli crushing 
A1 Abbas 119-30, tbe first half ending 62-9! Meanwhile A! 
Orthodosd defeated Horaeutmen 166-58, and A1 Jalil overcame A1 
Watani 78-69. Tbe Jazireh-Hnsseui match was postponed imtO 
Jan. 18. 


Spurs beat Pistons to continue two streaks 


NEW YORK (R) — The San Antonio Spurs beat the Detroit 
Pistons 109-91 os the two National Basketball Association clubs 
continued to head in opposite directions. The Spurs recorded 
their consecutive win with the road victory and fifth in their last 
six games, while Detroit has dropped three in a row and four of 
their last five games. Dale Ellis scored 23 points to lead the Spurs, 
who never trailed and had six players in double figures. David 
Robinson contributed 18 points, 14 rebounds and four blocked 
shots. Antoine Carr added 17 points and 11 rebounds and Sean 
Elliott chipped in with 14 for the Spurs. In the only other NBA 
contest scheduled Monday. Larry Johnson scored 24 points as the 
Charlotte Hornets routed the pathetic Dallas Mavericks 132-113. 
Alonzo Mounting and Kendal Gill added 20 apiece for the 
Hornets, who have two in a row and three of their last four games. 
Mourning also had 10 rebounds and four blocked shots before 
fouling out after playing just 27 minutes. The loss was the 12di in 
a row for the Mavericks, winners of just two of 29 games this 
season. Rookie Sean Rooks led the Mavericks with 20 points and 
Derek Harper chipped in with 17. 


Kasparov predicts short match with Short 


SAN LORENZO DE EL ESCORIAL, Spain (R) — Britain’s 
Nigel Short and Jan Timman of the Netherlands began the second 

f ame of their $200,000 World Championship eliminator match, 
hort. lucky to escape with a draw in Sunday's draw in Sunday’s 
first game, was playing with white pieces in the well-tried Ruy 
Lopez Opening. The winner of the 14-game series will challenge 
Russia's Garry Kasparov for the world championship later this 
year. Kasparov has forecast that Short will come through as his 
challenger. “My opponent will be Short and the match will be 
short," he said recently. 


Elton John resigns as Watford director 


LONDON (R) — Pop star Elton John has resigned as a director 
at English First Division Club Watford, effectively ending a 
19-year official connection. In a letter to his successor former club 
chairman John said his touring commitments prevented'him from 
giving the club the attention the job demanded. Watford rose 
from the Fourth Division to the first and reached the Football 
Association IF. A) Cup final under the leadership of John and 
Graham Taylor, now the England manager. 


Washington wins, Adams upset$ Chesnokov 


AUCKLAND ( AP) — Top-seeded Malivai Washington struggled 
io a three-set victory Tuesday, while fellow American Chuck 
Adams upset third-seeded Andrei Chesnokov in the first round of 
the S 1X2.500 Benson and Hedges Open tennis championship. 
Washington downed Spaniard Marcos Gorriz 3-6. 6-4. 6-3 after an 
uncomfortable first set and a half. Doubles expert Adams stunned 
the Russian 4-6. 6-3. 7-6 (13-11) in a marathon. Washington 
struggled on serve and sprayed grounds trokes wide before finally 
finding form against Gorriz. who returned particularly well. ’ 


Hunger, sharks bring end to trans-Atlantic trip 


SAN JUAN. Puerto Rico ( AP> — A trans-Atlantic canoe trip by 
two British brothers has ended on a Jamaican beach after growing 
hunger, weakness and a close call with a pack of sharks. Of 
Nunthorpe, Middlesborough, he and Brother Stuart. 30. were 
under observation, suffering from malnutrition and painful skin 
sores and boils. They were admitted after coming ashore at the 
Western Town of Manchioneal. 68 days after setting off from 
Cascais. Portugal, in their specially rigged 7-metre (21-foot) 
canoe. The fell short of their goal — making the first canoe 
voyage between the European and North American mainlands. 
But they were happy to be in one piece. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAA SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

'3j: V'iunr MWM Sanncoa inc 


LOSE ONE. WIN TWO 


North-Smith vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
9 K J 9 5 
6 -4 


WEST 

♦ Void 

: k j a 7 5 

J 10 8 6 2 

* A 9 5 


* J a 0 4 3 2 


EAST 
4 Q 10 6 
. Q 10 3 2 
K 5 4 
K Q 10 


SOUTH 

* A 8 7 4 3 2 
: A 8 

. A Q 9 3 

* 7 


The bidding; 
South West 

North 

East 

1 * 

2 ; 

2 * 

4 " 

4 * 

5 - 

Pass 

Pass 

5 * 

Pot* 

Pass 

Dbl 

Pom* 

Paw 

Pass 



Opening lead: Seven of . 

There's an old bridge maxim: The 
five-level belongs to the enemy. 
South failed ;n heed this warning 
and. thunks t« brilliant defense, 
paid a high price. 

East- West took advantage of the 
vulnerability to compete vigorously. 
R.uher than eel pushed to five 


spades. South should simply have 
doubled. After the lead of the single- 
ton diamond by North, accurate de- 
fense-diamond queen, chib shill, 
ace of hearts, ace of diamonds and 
diamond rulT.club ruff— would have 
netted 500 points and North-South 
would still have been a 3-to-l favor- 
ite tu win the rubber. 

Incidentally, that highlights an- 
other important difference between 
rubber bridge and duplicate. At du- 
plicate. going down 500 to save a 
vulnerable game is an excellent re- 
sult. At rubber bridge it is worth- 
while only if both sides are 
Vulnerable- 

Declarer won the opening heart 
lead with the ace and. when West 
showed out on the lead of low spade, 
declarer rose with the king to take 
the diamond finesse. When that 
worked, dummy's remaining heart 
was discarded and, to prepare for a 
cross ruff, declarer err ted with the 
seven of clubi. East woo and found 
the killing return— the queen of 
spades! Declarer could still ruff two 
of his three red-suit losers on the 
table, but then had to concede a 
trump trick and a trick in a red suit 
for a one-trick set. 


Sluggish Sampras advances to 2nd rpund 


SYDNEY (Agencies) — Top- 
seeded Pete Sampras nearly 
double-faulted his way out of the 
$575,000 New South Wales Open 
tennis tournament Tuesday be- 
fore rebounding to defeat Andrei 
Medvedev 2-6, 6-3. 6-2 in a first- 
round match. 

Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, the 
No. 2 women's seed, shrugged off 
an ankle injury to beat Leila 
Meskhi of Georgia 4-6. 6-4, 6-0. 

The Spaniard, runnerup here 
last year, twisted the ankle at 
deuce' with the score 4-3 in the 
second set. She had it taped 
heavily and did not seem to be 
hampered seriously. 

Richard Krajicek, the No. 2 
men's seed, and Jennifer Cap- 
riati, the No. 4 woman, were 
scheduled to play their matches 
laster at the White City Complex 
near downtown Sydney. 

Sampras, the American ranked 
third in the world, double-faulted 
seven times in the first set in the 
gusty, swirling centre-court 
winds, including twice at break 
point to hand Mecjvedev the lead. 

He again double-faulted to give 
Medvedev a break and a 3-2 lead 
in the second set before the 
Ukraine native dug himself a hole 
in the next game, committing two 
unforced errors and a double 
fault. 

Sampras ran off nine of 10 
games, including a stretch where 
he won 23 of 29 points. The only 
problem he had the rest of the 
way was a brief bloody nose that 
he blamed on dry conditions in 
his hotel room. 

“I got off to a pretty slow start. 
I was down a set and a break 
before I knew it,” said the 21- 
year-old Sampras. "I finally got it 
together. As the match went on, I 
played better and better.” 

He said a first-round battle 
against a player the caliber of 
Medvedev, who has risen 202 
places in the last year to his 


current 24th ranking, provides a 
good idea of how well he is hitting 
after talcing nearly a month off. 

“To get through that match is a 
pretty good effort," Sampras 
said. “It was a match I could have 
lost very easily.” 

He said he feels good going 
into next week's Australian 
Open, where injuries have 
knocked him out the last two 
years. And the possibility of 
taking the No. 1 ranking provides 
extra motivation. 

“ft’s something I’ve definitely 
thought about," Sampras said. 
“I’ve had two pretty good sniffs 
at it. But I'm not going to dwell 
on it." 


No. 8 Henrik Holm of Sweden 
became the second men's seed to 
fall, losing 6-4, 6-4 to Argentina’s 
Alberto Mandni. 

Meanwhile, Helena Sukova, 
the No. 6 seed who pulled out 
after hurting a leg in a fall during 
her match Monday night, 
announced Tuesday the injury 
would prevent her from compet- 
ing in the Australian Open. 


Bronchitis forces Agassi 
out of Australian Open 


Bronchitis has forced Wimble- 
don champion Andre Agassi to 
withdraw from this month's Au- 
stralian Open tennis tournament, 
the opening Grand Slam event of 
the year, tournament organisers 
said Tuesday. 

Agassi, who would have been 
playing in his first Open here, had 
been suffering from a virus and 
bacterial infection which has de- 
veloped into bronchitis, accord- 
ing to Tennis Australia president 
Geoff Pollard. 



“Obviously we are dis- 
appointed, although Andre's 
ranking has slipped to nine, he is 
still an exciting player and we 


Ukraine’s Andrei Medvedev hi 
#226 to #24 

were looking forward to seeing 
him here," Pollard said in a state- 
ment. 

The Open, to be played from 
January 18 to 31, has attracted 
the world's top five players, in- 
cluding number one Jim Gourier 
who will be defending the title he 
won in 1992. 

The women's draw is the 
strongest in the Open's history 
with 29 of the top 30 women 
players, including number one 


improved his standing from 


and defending champion Monica 
Seles. 

There is also a question mark 
over Ivan Lendl's fitness for the 
open after his withdrawal from 
this week's New South Wales 
Open with a nagging groin injury. 

Lendl, ranked eight in the 
world, will practise m Melbourne 
later this week and then decide 
whether to put his name in Fri- 
day’s draw, his coach Tony 
Roche said. 


One in 10 athletes 
frequent drug 
user — De Merode 


BRUSSELS (R) — Ten per cent 
of all athletes frequently use 
drugs and out-of- competition 
controls were insufficient, top 
Olympic official Prince Alexan- 
dre de Merode, was quoted as 
saying Monday. 

"Based on the steroid profiles 
there should be 10 per cent users 
(of drugs) in sports, regular users 
that is," said De Merode, chair- 
man of the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) medical com- 
mission. 

De Merode, quoted in the 
three-monthly magazine “News 
Olympics” issued by the Belgian 
Olympic Committee, said many 
athletes had tried drugs occa- 
sionally but the number of regu- 
lar users was decreasing. 

He said the system of out-of- 
competition controls was imper- 
fect, citing China as an example 
where such testing was believed 
to be largely insufficient. 

“China is often cited as a coun- 
try where anything goes. Perhaps 
that is so and are there too few 
controls? But the policy there can 
change overnight. It’s just a mat- 
ter of convincing the strong cen- 
tral authorities it should change." 

“Out of competition does not 
mean making your athlete pee 
one month before the games." 


Seles, Courier keep top spots 


ST PETERSBURG, Florida (R) — Top-ranked 
woman's tennis players, according to rankings 
issued by (he Women's Tennis Association and 
leading men’s rankings as issued by the Associa- 
tion of Tennis Professionals came as follows: 


1. Monica Seles (Yugoslavia) 

2. Steffi Graf (Germany) 

3. Gabriela Sabatini (Argentina) 

4. Arantxa Sanchez Vicario (Spain) 

5. Martina Navratilova (U.S.) 

6. Mary Joe Fernandez (U.S.) 

7. Conchita Martinez (Spain) 

8. Jennifer Capriati (U.S.) 

9. Jana Novotna (Slovak Republic) 

10. Manuela Maleeva-Fragniere (Switzerland) 

11. Helena Sukova (Czech Republic) 

12. Mary Pierce (French) 

13. Anke Huber (Germany) 

14. Lori Mcneil (U.S.) 

15. Nathalie Tauziat (France) 

16. Katerina Maleeva (Bulgaria) 

17. Magdalena Maleeva (Bulgaria) 

L8. Zina Garrison (U.S.) 

19. Amanda Coetzer (South African) 

20. Amy Frazier (U.S.) 



1. Jim Courier (U.S.) 

2. Stefan Ed berg (Sweden) 

3. Pete Sampras (U.S.) 

4. Boris Becker (Germany) 

5. Goran Ivanisevic (Croatia) 

6. Michael Chang (U.S.) 

7. Petr Korda (Cfeech Republic) 

8. Ivan Lendl (U.S.) 

9. Andre Agassi (U.S.) 

10. Richard Krajicek (Netherlands) 


11. Wayne Ferreira (South Africa) 

12. Guy Forget (France) 

13. Carlos Costa (Spain) 

14. Malivai Washington (U.S.) 

15. Michael Stich (Germany) 

16. Sergi Bruguera (Spain) 

17. Alexander Volkov (Russia) 

IS. Thomas Muster (Austria) 

19. Henrik Holm (Sweden) 

20. John McEnroe (U.S.) 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JANUARY, 13, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
There are no exact aspects today 
but you may feel a strong and 
unusual need to be most coopera- 
tive with others and not yield to an 
urge to make problems out of 
small, unimportant differences. 
ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Avoid early temptation to get in- 
volved in a discussion with one of 
diametrically opposite standpoints 
to your own and call off a con- 
frontation. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Do 
nothing to downgrade your good 
name early but later you can get 
out in public and show your capa- 
bilities so you can advance your 
prestige. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Think over early how to best spend 
the day at new activities and sides- 
tep any dreary work routines, by 
being awake to new interests that 
appeal. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Your hunches are very 
inaccurate early but soon you get 
much more in tune with rightness 
and are able to advance interests 
tremendously. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Sides- 
tep any argumentative person 
around breakfast lime but then 
later you find that practically what- 
ever you do with allies proves 
pleasant. 


up and you see clearly just hoar you 
can make yourself a productive 
schedule. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Conditions look de p ress in g 
early bul soon a cheerful and hap- 
py 'influence permeates most 
everyone and you will be aide to 
have a happy time. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Consider well how to eli- 
minate friction at home early for 
later you find that conditions take 
an upswing and you can have a 
great time at home. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) After seriously con- 
sidering how you can best utilize 
today, get in touch with those who 
have the information you seek and 
become imbued with it. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You early feel that your duties 
are too onerous but soon this dears 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Although you seem to 
have a feeling of lack early your 
natural ability to work out and 
soNe practical plans takes over you 
and you make big headway. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You feel vou do not have 
enough friends but upon thinking 
you realise you have many more 
than you had thought to get in 
touch with cronies. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You think you are overbur- 
dened with problems but if you 
look at them directly and seek 
solutions you find you get quickly 
settled and enjoy handling them. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


NARR \e 



“I want to be reincarnated as a remote 
control so we can spend more 


quality time together/ 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter toeach square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


UNSEE 


IE 



BLOUFE 



r' V " 


Where <tod the 
first U.S. 
bakery open up 7 


On 
tne 
yeasi 
coast 

# * cfcSi 



WHAT THQ5E 
comes H AU FOR 
BRBAKFAST. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
Form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


^ mxiiwTxxxy 


Jumbles: WAFER 
Answer 


LADLE 


(Answers tomorrow) 
COWARD PITIED 


What the mfianaire used to keep his relatives 
m Sne— WILL POWER 


THE Daily Crossword by Gerald R. Ferguson 


ACROSS 
1 — spumante 
5 Cupolas 
10 Mainsail support 

14 Tolerate 

15 Goddess of 
peace 

16 Indtan 

17 Car pod 
assistants? 

20 Wapiti 

‘21 Thin Man's dog 

22 Dressed to 
the — 

23 To shelter 

24 Sole 

26 A Hemingway 

29 Wise men 

30 Ingot 

33 Waterless 

34 Thin disk 

35 Recfins 

36 Go from D to R 

40 Expert 

41 Winged 

42 Cnpt Hook's 
aide 

43 SaBor 

44 Additional 

45 Bocgnine 

47 Rose or Cotton 

48 Blackthorn 

49 Beau 

52 Prune, once 

53 Hive occupant 
56 First stop 

lor some 
commuters? 

60 Brink 

61 "What's m — ?" 

62 Hog food 

63 Designer name 

64 Sounded lika a 
hound 

65 DanzaofTV 
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DOWN 

1 Fr.denc 

2 Official stamp 

3 Fasten 

4 Vex 

5 Engine type 

6 Speechify 

7 "I — man 
with..." 

B Finis 
9 Sun. tab 


10 Rim 

11 o'clock 
scholar" 

12 Painful 

13 Dick Tracy's 

wife 

IB Transaction 
19 Basebafl form 

23 Right-hand man 

24 Spinning tool 

26 Molding style 
28 Corday s victim 

27 Betfil palm 

28 Ohio, e.g, 

29 Flat finish 

30 Accuse 

31 Buenos- 

32 Bowler's button 
34 Beautiful thing 

37 Helen Hunt 
Jackson dassic 

38 street sign 

39 Feudal worker 
46 Escape d by 

artifice 

46 Seven trills city 

47 Mo t orcyclist 


Yasteftefs Puerto Solved: 


aanra Hfiiuran nnne 
saonti nnnn 
OQQfll3HKJUJnF3 Fiunii 
nnaH0 nQBrannnn 
Hfinnnnn ranh™ 
nan rag Dnanniri 

snsn mnoni nnn 
anon onnno oooo 
nno onon norno 

fioono Pnoonnn 
onnnnanci" nnomn 
oonn naannoim-n 
SSSS niniin 

-jHBD noonre nrinn 


48 Sticky mire 

49 Raced 

50 Dry gufly 

61 Jason's ship 

52 Plead 

53 Machete 


If “"row's rival 

56 Gfimpse 

57 Seize 

58 Genetic 
letters 

59 USN craft 
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Financial 

Markets 


in co-operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


US, DoDar In International Markets 



Japanese Yen 


Mm Vcftk 
Ctox 

lta,, 11/1/93 

Tokyo 
Cta k 

**19/1/93 

1.5515 

7.5568 


1.6690 

1.4920 

mi 

5.5245 

5.52/3 

125.16 

125.05 

1.2045 

1.2097 ** 


U.S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

EJfWfai 

337 

3.43 

i 7.72 

£.<7 

6.66 

6.56 

S-25 

6.00 

5.43 

5.43 

5.36 

11.25 1 

11.12 

10.37 

3.21 ' 

3.66 

3.56 

10.25 • 

10.21 

9.61 
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Metal | 

USD/Oz 

Gold ' 

326.00 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

jO/Gm 

Silver 

3.67 
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Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen* 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian lira 0 


Belgian Franc 
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Saudi Rjyai 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Qatari Riyai 


Egyptian Pound 


Omani Riyai 


UAE Dirham 


Greek Drachma 0 


Cypriot Pound 
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Index 
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AJB-Share 

740.53 

Banking Sector 

129.45 

Insurance Sector 

796.54 

Industry Sector 

249.61 

Services Sector 

246.44 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 1.5545/55 

One U.S. dollar 1.2764/69 

1.6285/95 
1.8280/320 
1. 4880/85 
33.43/4 8 
5-5250000 
1474/1476 
125.20/25 
73200/300 
6.9500/600 
6.2800/900 

One ounce of gold 328.80/329.20 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U S. dollars 


''Cinema 


Tel: 677420 


CONCORD 


\ 


Kevin Costner .m Whitney Houston 

bodyguard 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 830, 1030 

Free Car Parking 


" ■ ' " Tel: 67557T 

NabH A 1 MUshtni Theatre 


Tuesday January 5th marks the opening 
of the new theatre season presenting: 

Pandfttooniiim ffa’a wa Qahwh) 

Daily at 8:30 pjn. 

Tickets office open all day 


Clinton sobers up to economic reality 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President-elect Bill Clinton is 
finding it easier said than done in 
dealing with the budget deficit he 
promised to cut in half in four 
years and is backing away from 
hispfedge. 

Toe deficit he promised to 
halve during his campaign is now 
growing faster than be thought so 
it will take stiff er measures to 
keep bis pledge. 

Mr. Canton told the Public 
Broadcasting System's “The 
Macueil/Lehrer Newshour" prog- 
ramme Monday that to live up to 
his goal would require a massive 
overhaul of the U.S. health sys- 
tem, where costs far outpace in- 
flation, deeper spending cuts and 
as well as a faster growth in the 
U.S. economy. 

“We're going to have’ to cut 
more in other places than we 
would have thought otherwise 
because the deficit's gotten big- 
ger, and we're going to have to 
move more aggressively on the 
health care front,” Mr. Clinton 
said. 

At the time Mr. Clinton made 
bis pledge, he would have had to 
cut the deficit by $145 billion. 
Recent estimates have put the 
figure much higher. 

Mr. Clinton said dealing with 
the U.S. budget deficit would 
require two major results: “One, 


will the Congress pass a health 
cans programme which will really 
bring health care costs in tine with 
inflation? The second thing... is 
whether we can get enough in- 
vestment in his economy to grow 
at a more rapid rate.” 

His transition team strongly 
denied that Mr. Clinton is using 
the worsening budget deficit as 
political cover to roll back some 
ambitious campaign promises. 

Senate minority leader Bob 
Dole of Kansas charged Sunday 
that Mr. Clinton should have 
know by late summer that the 
budget deficit was going to be 
much larger than the July esti- 
mate given by President George 
Bush's budget team. 

But Mr. Clinton economic 
adviser Gene Sperling denied 
this: “If someone thinks that they 
have a fact or any way that this 
should have been known. I’d be 
happy to hear it. We did not 
know, I swear my life on it." 

Mr. Clinton said that he might 
be able to reach his original goal 
of reducing the deficit by $145 
trillion. “I think we can take that 
much out of it and maybe more.” 

But that would still fall far 
short of halving it since a new 
Bush administration estimate that 
the deficit will bit $305 billion in 
1997, up from $237 billion fore- 


cast in July. 

Faced with gloomy new predic- 
tions about the size of the budget ’ 
shortfall, Mr. Clinton and his 
supporters in Congress appear to 
be rowing back from the promises 
that clinched victory in the Nov. 3 
election. 

In a Senate confirmation hear- 
ing Monday, Mr. Clinton's choice 
for budget chief, representative 
Leon Panerta of California, said 
“Everything's on the table,” as 
for as economic plans go. 

“We need to confront these 
deficits, to make the tough 
choices and be prepared for some 
sacrifice,” the 54-year-old Demo- 
crat told the Senate Governmen- 
tal Affairs Committee at his con- 
firmation hearing. 

Mr. Panerta backed away from 
Mr. Clinton's pledge to cut taxes 
on middle-income families and 
played down the sue of a possible 
stimulus for the economy: Both 
cornerstones of the president- 
elect’s plan. 

Instead, he emphasised the 
goal of cutting the deficit, 

Mr. Panerta said taxing the rich 
was most likely the best way to 
help plug the budget shortfall, 
but said a sales tax was also an 
option and that a petrol tax could 
not be dismissed. 

Meanwhile, failed presidential 


hopefiil Ross Perot launched a 
membership drive for his grass- 
roots political organisation Mon- 
day, pledging to make it a watch- 
dog group that monitors the per- 
formance of President-elect Bill 
Clinton and Congress in cutting 
the U.S. deficit. 

Kicking off the membership 
drive for United We Stand, Mr. 
Perot said one of its aims would 
be to follow the progress of Con- 
gress and the Clinton administra- 
tion in controlling federal spend- 
ing and reducing the deficit, 
which was the chief focus of Mr. 
Perot's unsuccessful 1992 pres- 
idential campaign. 

“We want to recreate a govern- 
ment that comes from the people, 
not at the people. We want to 
reform the federal government at 
all levels.” Mr. Perot told a news 
conference. 

Commenting on Mr. Clinton's 
cabinet picks, Mr. Perot said the 
president-elect “is surrounded by 
people from that system and he’s 
under pressure to leave that sys- 
tem intact, and even make it 
more valuable.” 

“Our challenge is not to criti- 
cise the president or the Con- 
gress, but to create an environ- 
ment out here in grass-roots 
America — and believe me, we 
will have a bullhorn (lour bail- 
er),” Mr. Perot said. 


The membership drive has 
been seen as a possible prelude to 
a second presidential run for the 
Texas billionaire in 1996. 

But Mr. Perot told reporters he 
had no plan* to seek the presiden- 
cy in four years, adding he would 
consider it a personal failure if 
the country's problems were not 
addressed by then. 

Mr. Perot also said there were 
no plans to turn United We Stand 
into a third political party, stat- 
ing: There’s no discussion of that, 
no intention of that.” 

United We Stand will promote 
the membership drive through 
national advertising and through 
volunteers, who would go door- 
to-door and hold meetings to 
enlist recruits, Mr. Perot said. 
Annual membership dues will be 
$15. 

Mr. Perot said he would perso- 
nally finance the start-up costs of 
the membership drive, including 
a series of one-minute television 
adverts set to begin airing on Jan. 
25. 

While declining to specify the 
cost of the drive, Mr. Perot said it 
would be insignificant, compared 
to what he spent in the final two 
months of the campaign. 

Mr. Perot spent some S60 mil- 
lion of his own money on his 
presidential bid. 


TEL AVIV (R) — Finance. 
Minister Abraham Shohat Mon- 
day approved creation of the first 
free trade zone in Israel, his 
ministry said. 

Mr. Shohat said the zone 
would be a turning point in the 
Labour government's efforts to 
cut 11 per cent unemployment 
and stimulate exports. He pre- 
dicted it would create 20,000 
jobs, with all the output exported. 

The finance ministry said Mr. 
Shohat had agreed in principle to 
establish the zone either in the 
Negev desen or in the northern 
Galilee region, two sparsely 
populated areas with high unem- 
ployment. 

The plan was proposed by a 
group of American Jewish inves- 
tors, Mr. Shohat said he expected 
foreign investors to pour $500 
midionto S750 million into new 
industries in the zone. 

Finance ministry officials said 
they expected construction to 
start in about six months. 


Trud estimates about 1m 
Russians are unemployed 


Saudi investors buy s 
in Saks Fifth Avenue 




MOSCOW (R) — More than half 
a million Russians are officially 
registered as unemployed, but 
the real number could be much 
higher, the daily newspaper Trad 
has said. 

The newspaper, the organ of 
Rnssia’s trade union movement, 
ouoted official statistics saying 
.that unemployment had risen 8.5 
times this year. In December 
518,000 people were registered as 
without a job. 

“Not everyone qualifies for the 
status of an unemployed person,” 
the paper said, noting that indi- 
viduals who bad twice refused to 
accept a job were not included on 
the register. “The number of 


jobless people in December ex- 
ceeded one million.” 

In the old Soviet Union, unem- 
ployment was condemned as an 
evil of the capitalist West, but 
economists say official statistics 
issued by Moscow during that 
period masked massive underem- 
ployment in virtually every sector 
of the economy. 

Both unemployment and short- 
time working have climbed last 
year as economic ties between 
former Soviet states collapsed 
and factories struggled to adjust 
to Russia's faltering moves to- 
wards a market economy. 

The economy was expected to 
contract by about one fifth in 
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1992 and no recovery is in sight in 
•1993. 

'Trad said about two million 
people, or nine per cent of the 
workforce, were on short-time 
work. The number of factories 
operating below capacity was ris- 
ing. 

“The tendency is negative. In 
most parts of Russia the number 
unemployed is rising steadily,” 
the paper said. “The number of 
job opportunities is three times 
smaller than the number of peo- 
ple looking for a job.” 

Trud said about two thirds of 
those registered as unemployed 
had qualified for unemployment 
benefit, but it added: “Can any- 
one survive on a monthly benefit 
of 1,060 roubles when the mini- 
mum price for staple foods in 
November was about 3,200 to 
3,500 roubles a month?” 


MANAMA (R) — United Saudi 
Commercial Bank fUSCB) said 
Monday it had bought a $100 
million stake in Saks Fifth Ave- 
nue on behalf of Saudi investors 
including USCB chairman Prince 
A1 Walid Bin Talal Bin Abdul 
Aziz. 

USCB officials said the stake 
represents more than 11 per cent 
of the total book value of the 
U.S. premier fashion retailer 
which was put at $900 million. 

They said USCB bought the 
stake on Dec. 22 from the 
Bahrain-based luvestcorp Bank 
£.C. which with a group of Gulf- 
based investors acquired Saks for 
$1.6 billion in 1990. 

InVKtcorp, which specialises in. 
, buying private firms and taking 
them public, is owned by inves- 
tors in six Gulf Arab states. 

Saks was initially capitalised at 


$6tf0mi’Hon and in 1992 Invest- 
corp arranged a further $300 mil- 
lion of growth capital to Saks. 

A joint statement issued by 
USCB and Invest corp said Prince 
Walid, who became USCB chair- 
man after buying a controlling 
interest in the bank in 1987, was 
the principal investor in the trans- 
action. 

“USCB arranged on behalf of 
its Saudi clients the purchase of 
$100 million, or just over 11 per- 
cent of the equity of Saks” the 
statement said. 

Last year, Investcorp blamed 
the tax structure for undisclosed 
losses incurred at Saks but said 
the firm had been operating pro- 
fitably. 

. Prince Walid. a. nephew .of 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia, .owns 
a 15 per cent stake in the New 
York-based Citicorp and has 
been consolidating his sharehold- 


ing since he became USCB chair- 
man. 

The statement said Prince 
Walid, the largest individual 
shareholder in Citicorp, invested 
around $800 million in Citicorp 
preferred and common stock in 
1990 and 1991. 

Bankers say Prince Walid had 
boosted his stake to around 40 
per cent of the Saudi shares in 
USCB, a jerm venture bank, 
after buying 127,000 shares from 
another Saucii shareholder. 

Three foreign banks — Bank 
Melli Iran, United Bank of Pakis- 
tan and the London-based Saudi 
International Bank — each hold 
10 per cent of the bank. The rest 
is held by Saudi investors. 

USCB said Saturday its 1992 
profit was 209.2 million riyals 
($55.8 million) compared to 167.2 
million ($44.6 million) in 1991. 
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Europe’s Arctic nations revive ancient ties 


KIRKENES, Norway (R) — 
Russia and the Nordic exjuntries 
agreed Monday to revive 1,000- 
year-old East-West ties across 
Europe's Arctic tip, which were 
broken for decades by the cold 
war. 

Foreign ministers set up a so- 
called Barents Euro-Arctic Coun- 
cil to promote cooperation in the 
region. 

The council's responsibilities 
will cover tapping oil and gas to 
opening a shipping route across 
the northern coast of Russia as a 
short cut between Europe and the 
Far East. 

“Expanded cooperation... will 
contribute substantially to stabil- 
ity and progress in the area and in 
Europe as a whole,” the ministers 
said in a declaration signed in the 
Norwegian town of Kirkenes 
eight kilometres from the Russian 
border. 

In Europe after the cold war 
“partnership is now replacing the 
confrontation and division of the 
past,” it added. 

Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Thorvald Stoltenberg said the 
ment ' marked the end of a 


hiatus in a 1,000-year history of 
cooperation stretching back to 
Viking times. 

The Bolshevik revolution in 
1917 ended thriving European 
trade across the Arctic, an area 
rich in resources including fisher- 
ies, forestry and offshore oil and 
gas tn the Barents Sea. 

The Barents Euro-Arctic 
Council will be a forum for minis- 
ters to discuss problems ranging 
from cleaning the environment to 
promoting investment in industry 
and attracting tourists. Decisions 
must be taken by consensus. 

Separately, leaders of local au- 
thorities in Arctic Russia, Nor- 
way, Finland and Sweden will be 
able to work on regional projects. 
The Sami, or Lapp, indigenous 
peoples, who live from reindeer 
herding and fisheries, would also 
take part. 

Divided by the cold war — 
bases of the mighty Russian 
northern fleet are just over the 
bonier — the area has no East- 
West railways and few roads. 

Norway is the only North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
country to border Russia. 


The ministers said massive in- 
vestment would be needed. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev said Russia 
hoped to open the northern sea 
route to link the Atlantic and 
Pacific and allow development of 
the northern coast of Siberia. 

“We’re ready to work on a 
commercial basis with icebreak- 
ers," he told a news conference in 
the Arctic town, 2.500 kilometres 
from Oslo and lying east of Istan- 
bul. 

As a sign of vitality in the 
region before the Bolshevik re- 
volution, six foreign countries 
had consulates in Die northern 
Norwegian village of Hammerfest 
early this century. Now there are 


none. 

Mr. Stoltenberg said Monday's 
talks focused on Russia’s environ- 
mental problems, including nuc- 
lear dumping in Arctic seas, 
ageing nuclear power plants and 
nickel factories. 

Environmentalists said the fin- 
al declaration was toothless — it 
said the risk of nuclear con- 
tamination was “a serious prob- 
lem and must be solved." 

Besides Russia, Sweden. Nor- 
way, Denmark and Iceland, ; a 
representative of the European 
Commission, also signed the final 
declaration. Officials from the 
United States. Germany, Japan. 
France, Britain, Canada and Po- 
land attended as observers. 


Detroit Diesel Distributor Council 
Elected in Amman for 
Middle East - North Africa 


"Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Harley Davidson and the Marlboro Man 


Shoos: 12 JO, 3J0. 6:15, 8J0. 10J0 
7h. + Fr. special show for children at 11:00 

The Fox And The Hound 


Tel: Q25155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


“Welcome New World Order” 

Play will reappear in a new presentation on 
Jan. 25, 1993 following the theatre’s holiday 
Happy New Year 


KLM and Northwest Airlines get U.S. 
approval to further linkage 

THE United States Department of Transportation (DOT) has 
officially announced that KLM and Northwest Airlines (N.W.) 
have been granted the legal approval required for intensifying 
their existing cooperation. 

It will now be possible for them to further dove-tail their flight 
scheduling, to cooperate in pricing and sales and to negotiate 
revenue-sharing. 

The DOT made one reservation relating to the use of a joint 
brand name. If KLM and N.W. should wish to market products 
under a common brand in the future, they must seek further 
DOT approval beforehand. The two carriers may however 
advertise jointly. 

The DOT already announced on Nov. 16 last year that it 
would not in principle object to further cooperation between 
KLM and Northwest. The department suspended definitive 
approval however pending a 14-day period in which third parties 
could give cause for not permitting KLM and Northwest to 
expand their existing alliance. 


Amman : January 11,1993 
Detroit Diesel Corporation Middle 
East Sc North Africa region dis- 
tributor principals, representing 
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq. 
Saucii Arabia, Kuwait, United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar, 
Yemen, Iran, Egypt. Sudan, Cy- 
prus, Pakistan and Turkey met in 
Amman on Sunday the 10th of 
January 1993 to form a Middle 
East/North Africa distributors 
council. Detroit Diesel Corpora- 
tion is a major manufacturer of 
diesel engines and power genera- 
tion plant with it's headquarters in 
Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A. 

Sales of DDC products to ihe 
Middle East/North Africa region 
exceeded 50 Million U.S. Dollars 
in 1992. 

A Distributors Council 


comprising 5 members was - 
formed as follows: 

Kim Foad Abojabei/Jonfan • ProUai 
Raad AM Ajjawsd/Sawfi Arabia -Ha fratiat 
Salah Kamel / Egypt ■ Tmumr 
Gaorqo Dikaias / Cyprus - Semtoy 
Shared KbaBd / UAE. .Wrijor 

The Detroit Diesel distributors - 
council will act as one entity for 
the region instead of seperate 
entities. Major council activities 
will be resolution of any problems 
increasing Detroit Diesel penetra- 
tion into the region and uniform 
activity co-ordination for the 
region. 

The distributor council will 
assist all regional distributors in 

their relations with Detroit Diesel 
Corporation, as well as arranging 
for a Middle East & North Africa 
distributor strategy. 


Room Wanted To Rent 

Australian, new to Jordan, urgently needs to find accommoda- 
tion. Would prefer to share apartment with another or rent a 
studio flat. 

Call David Ward on 652380 


\ 


TO LET 

A furnished apartment JabaJ Amman, between Third & 
Fourth Circles near Sudanese embassy. Three bedrooms, 
salon, sitting room, dining room, entrance balcony, 
kitchen & bathroom, separate telephone. 

For Information, please call tel. 641379 


FOE KEEOT 

In Shmeisani near the Marriott Hotel. 

Newly built two separate flours each with salon, dining. living, 
three bed rooms, three bath rooms, kitchen & breakfast corner + 
maid room with separate central heating. 

Please call: 662664 


TO LET 

1. A villa in Sweifieh, composed of three bedrooms with 
cupboards (one master bedroom), three bathrooms, sitting 
and dining rooms glassed veranda, terrace and spacious 
kitchen and a utility room, a large basement and a maid room. 
Has central heating, telephone and a large garden. 

2. A seif-contained furnished flat composed of one bedroom, 
sitting and dining room, kitchen, bathroom. Has separate 
central heating. Situated in Jabal Weibdeh near Karavan 
Hotel. 

Please phone 662595 or S17912. 
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Bombay riots 


ebb as army 


tightens grip 


BOMBAY (R) — Army units 
tightened their grip on Bombay 
Tuesday to halt what one news- 
paper described as a virtual pog- 
rom against Muslims, but scat- 
tered cases of arson looting and 
killing continued fbr the seventh 
day running. 

Police said 10 more people 
were killed Tuesday in the 
Hindu-Muslim clashes that have 
paralysed India's business capital, 
including a councillor on the 
Bombay Municipal Corporation 
shot dead as she was leading 
Hindu rioters. 

Some 240 people have been 
killed and hundreds of shops and 
homes set ablaze in an orgy of 
communal hatred in Bombay and 
the western city of Ahmadabad. 
according to police and hospitals. 

• A heavy military presence has 
helped stifle the riots, described 
in an editorial by the Times of 
'India as a calculated assault by 
Hindus against the minority Mus- 
lim community in Bombay, a city 
previously known for its toler- 
ance. 

“There is method in the mad- 
ness that has descended on the 
city had there was been a virtual 
pogrom against Muslims,” the 
paper said. 

“Only homes, shops and cars 
belonging to them have been 
singled out for attack, which 
bears the stamp of a systematic 
vendetta." 

Politicians and residents said 
local gang leaders had cashed m 
on the violence to seize valuable 


land, or push out those squatting 
on sites needed for development. 

Troops searched suburbs and 
seized several caches of arms and 
ammunition, police said. Banks, 
the stock exchange and schools 
remained dosed but commuter 
trains were running. 

Fire services reported several 
blazes in Bombay's western sub- 
urbs, but far fewer than in pre- 
vious days when the sky was 
blackened with’ the smoke from 
scores of shops and warehouses 
set ablaze, mostly by Hindu 
mobs. 

In the western suburb of Vako- 
la, Hindu zealots were reported 
to have destroyed a local mosque, 
residents said. 

Defence Minister Sharad 
Pa war. who has been directing 
the security clampdown, said he 
expected the dty of 12 million to 
return to normal by Wednesday. 

An estimated 6,000 troops 
have been rushed to the dty to 
reinforce police overwhelmed by 
the violence at the weekend. At 
least 176. people have died in 
Bombay and more than 700 have 
been wounded, mostly in stab- 
bings, while 64 people are re- 
ported to have been killed in 
Ahmadabad. 

The bloodshed has led to an 
exodus of thousands of Muslim 
families from Bombay. Many 
more took refuge at the main 
Victoria railway terminus, wait- 
ing for army convoys to restore 
calm so that they could return 
home. 



A man and duktres sc ar r y past charred rains 
before the Bombay skyline as communal violence 


contin ue d in the sprawling Indian port dfy Tuesday 
(AFP photo) 


“Looting and firebombs have 
reduced our houses to ashes," 
said Mohammad As lam, who had 
lived in Bombay’s Dharavi slum 
area for the pa st 12 years. “It’s 
better to die starving in our vil- 
lage than die here like this.” 

“We are being hounded out," . 
said Abdul Karim, the owner of a 
small stall, as he waited at the 
station. “I never want to return to 
this hell again." 

The latest violence followed 
nationwide clashes in December 
triggered by the destruction of an 
ancient mosque by Hindu mili- 
tants in the northern town of 
Ayodhya. 

Hardline Hindus want India, a 
nation of 870 million people, to 
be declared a Hindu state. There 
are at least 100 million Muslims in 
India, and the ruling Congress 
Party government has said it is 
essential to maintain the secular 
nature of India. 

Bombay, a cosmopolitan dty 
where Hindus, Muslims, Christ- 
ians and Paisis previously lived 


mostly in harmony, was virtually 
under siege over the weekend as 
marauding mobs m&rcbed 
through the streets, torching 
shops and stabbing and burning 
several people. 


But by Tuesday the violence 
appeared to be abating. 

The Hindu nationalist Bhar- 
atiya Janta Party (BJP) said Tues- 
day it was not anti-Islam but it 
expected the country’s Muslims 
to accept its programme of 
“cultural nationalism.’’ 

BJP leader Lai Krishan Adva- 
ni, released from jail Monday 
after more than a month’s impris- 
onment for fomenting sectarian 
hatred, said his party was the only 
one in India which did not consid- 
er the 100 million Muslims a 
“vote-bank.” 


“What the BJP believes in, it 
says honestly. It is not anti- 
Muslim or anti-Islam,” Mr. 
Advani told a news conference in 
New Delhi. “(The BJP) is honest- 
ly and earnestly committed to 


secularism." 

Mr. Advani. who has been 
released from custody pending a 
trial, said the BJP has “a compre- 
hensive programme of action 
which in course of time will come 
to be accepted by the Muslims of 
the country.” 

“The best guarantee of com- 
munal harmony will be accept- 
ance of cultural nationalism," he 
said. 

The BJP says India’s binding 
force is the Hindu culture of 82 
per cent of its 870 million people. 

Mr. Advani said he was “not 
ashamed of the destruction of the 
Ayodhya mosque but repeated 
that he did not incite the mob to 
destroy it and bad tried to halt the 
200,000 zealots who tore it down. 

Mr. Advani said the new riot- 
ing was not connected to 
Ayodhya. “What was happened 
shows that the government has 
lost the capacity to govern," he 
said. “It is virtual non-existence 
and total paralysis of this govern- 
ment." 


China plans Hong Kong rules 


by ’95 if Patten plan passed 


HONG KONG fR) — Peking 
will proclaim its own election 
rules for Hong Kong by 1995 if 
the colony’s legislature defies 
China and approves Governor 
Chris Patten’s democratic reform 
proposals, Chinese sources say. 

The rival arrangements, to be 
implemented as soon as Hong 
Kong returns to China in 1997, 
would destroy local support for 
Mr. Patten's package by turning 
it into a lame duck, they said, 
requesting anonymity. 

The comments, the latest in a 
series of Peking threats since 
Mr. Patten announced his prop- 
osals last October, could mean 
throwing out Legislative Council 
(Legco) members elected in 1995 
by the people of Hong Kong well 
before their mandate expires. 

China has already promised to 
overturn Mr. Patten’s package 
and hold its own elections in 1997 
even if Legco approves only a 
diluted version of the reforms 
after it goes to the legislature next 
month. 

But the sources gave details of 
how Peking planned to go about 
unravelling the democratic re- 
forms, saying that a body would 
be set up in Hong Kong to consult 
local people. 

This would allow rival rules to 
be announced before Hong Kong 
residents voted in the 1995 leg- 
islative elections, the first — and 
apparently last — to be held 
under Patten rules. 

“Legco approval will mean an 
end to Sino-British cooperation 
over Hcng Kong and the British 
side going ahead unilaterally with 
the Patten package." one source 


told Reuters. 

“The Chinese side will of 
course go ahead with its own 
counter measures. 

“Some time before 1995 Pek- 
ing will unilaterally announce a 
Chinese package on how to form 
Hong Kong’s first legislature in 
1997,” he said. 

Legislators elected in 1995 will 
have four-year mandates but Chi- 
na’s plans could mean throwing 
them out two years before their 
terms expire. 

China’s package would con- 
form with the Sino-British joint 
declaration on the handover and 
the basic law, Hong Kong's post- 
1997 constitution, the sources 
said, i 

Peking accuses Mr. Patten of 
breaking the joint declaration 
and the Chinese-drafted basic law 
But Mr. Patten has denied break- 
ing the 1984 declaration and said 
the law is silent on arrangements 
for the 1995 flections, the last to 
be held under British rule. 

Under a timetable agreed be- 
tween Britain and China, only 20 
of Legco's 60 seats will be popularly 
elected in 1995. 

But analysts say Mr. Patten's 
proposals have exploited grey 
areas in the basic law to give 
Hong Kong people far more 
democracy than China had in 
mind, Ibeit still well short of a 
Western-style parliamentary 
system. 

They include giving all Hong 
Kong's 2.7 million workers — 
about half the total population — 
a vote and filling an election 
committee with directly-elected 
local councillors. 


Man freed after questioning 
in Chicago multiple slayings 


PALATINE. Illinois (AP) — A 
man questioned for nearly two 
days in the restaurant massacre of 
seven people was released Mon- 
day, but a prosecutor said he had 
not been cleared. 

The man was freed almost ex- 
actly two days after he was taken 
into custody, said his lawyer, 
Dennis Bom. Mr. Born had ac- 
cused police of illegally detaining 
his client. 

Andy Knott, a spokesman for 
the Cook County state’s attor- 
ney’s office, said, “He’s not 
cleared." Police would not im- 
mediately comment. 

The Cook County medical ex- 
aminer's office said Monday five 
of the seven people slain at 
Brown's Chicken and Pasta were 
shot more than once, and at least 
one victim also was stabbed. 

Police discovered the bodies of 
the married restaurant owners 
and five employees — including 
two teenagers — early- Saturday 
after they were called by parents 
of one of the teens who had not 
returned from work Friday night. 
They found a back door open and 
the bodies inside two walk-in 
coolers. 

Police have refused to discuss 
suspects, motive or any other 
details in the slayings in this 
northwest Chicago suburb. 

Mr. Born said his client began 
refusing to answer questions Sun- 
day night. The man asked for his 


attorney but was not allowed to 
see him until Monday morning, 
Mr. Born said. He said his client’s 
rights likely had been violated. 

He said his diem, of nearby 
Elgin, was in good physical condi- 
tion when he saw him. “But he’s 
afraid, he's scared, and he wants 
to go home," Mr. Bom said 
before the man was released. 

Mr. Born said police also 
should end their “close-lipped 
policy" that has kept details of 
the crime and the investigation 
secret evert from the victims' 
families; 

Village President Rita Mullins 
said she believed the police were 
doing a good job. 

“I would rather they err on the 
side of caution and do everything 
right rather than to do something 
haphazard." she said. 

The coroner's office said Mon- 
day that Marcus Nellsen. 31 , and 
Lynn Ehlenfeldt, 49. were shot 
once in the head. Mrs. Ehlenfeldt 
also was stabbed in the neck. The 
other victims — Richard Ehlen- 
feldt, 50, Michael Castro. 16. 
Thomas Mennes, 32, Rico-Solis. 
17. and Guadelupe Maldonado, 
48, suffered multiple gunshot 
wounds. The Ehlenfeldts owned 
the restaurant. 

Deputy Police Chief Walt 
Gasior acknowledged Sunday 
that officers had been questioning 
several people. He would say 
nothing about that questioning^ 



Man dies in IRA killing 


to spread panic," be said. 


BELFAST (AP) — A Protestant man died in a 
Belfast hospital Monday night, five hours after he 
was shot in the head in the first Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) ambush of 1993. The IRA claimed 
the man in his 50s was. .the commander of the 
Ulster Volunteer Force in East Tyrone, an out- 
lawed Protestant paramilitary group. But local 
lawmaker Ken Maginnis dismissed the allegation 
and said he knew the dead man well. The victim 
was the third person killed in sectarian violence in 
Northern Ireland this year. Last week, two Catho- 
lics were killed by Protestant loyalist gunmen. The 
latest victim was found slumped at the wheel of his 
car in Dungannon, County Tyrone, with serious head 
injuries and taken to Belfast’s Royal Victoria Hospital 
where he died, police said. 
In another incident, a bomb exploded near a police 
station in central Belfast Monday night. Police said 
there were no injuries and damage appeared to be 
limited to one house. 


Sierra Leone Jail boss held 


FREETOWN (R) — Sierra Leone's prisons direc- 
tor was arrested after two prominent inmates were 
executed with 24 other alleged coop plotters, 
police sources said. They said Janies Amara and 
six other prison officers were being questioned on 
how former police chief James Bambay Kamara 
and army Colonel Janies Yaya Kami managed to 
conspire in the plot from their prison cells. Amara 
was suspended shortly after Captain Valentine 
Strasser’s military government announced that the 
26 had been found guilty of treason by a special 
tribunal and sentenced to death by firing squad. 
The executions were carried out on or before Dec. 
30 but the government waited a full week before 
announcing them. 


Venezuela sentences coup plotters 


3 more held in Taiwan scandal 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan Monday detained three 
people, including the brother of a candidate in 
parliamentary elections held last month, for sus- 
pected involvement in alleged vote-rigging, local 
media said. Wei Tung-Ho, whose brother Wei 
Mu-Tsun ran as a candidate for the ruling 
Nationalist Party in the eastern county of Hoatien, 
was detained for questioning along with two local 
government officials who served as election super- 
visors. The detentions brought to 12 the number of 
people held in connection with a scandal which 
erupted after Mt. Wei beat opposition leader 
Huang Hsin-Chieh by 62 votes in Hualien during 
Dec. 19 general elections. 


CARACAS, Venezuela (R) — A military court 
began imposing prison sentences Monday on 225 
soldiers and about 25 civilians charged with partici- 
pating in a bloody coiip attempt last November, 
lawyers for the detainees said. The lawyers, who 
said they had been expelled from the army fort in 
the capital where the summary trials were taking 
place, told reporters some of the men already had 
been sentenced. There was no immediate com- 
ment from the Defence Ministry. The men were 
arrested for participating in the Nov. 27 uprising in 
which more than 200 people were killed, many of 
them civilians. They face sentences of 14 to 30 
years on charges of military rebellion. 


Tiger leader meets church officials 


‘Pollution killing Italy’s cities’ 


ROME (R) — “Horrifying” levels of pollution 
threaten to destroy Italy’s cities. Environment 
Minister Carlo Ripa di Meana said Monday. He 
said the government must adopt an immediate plan 
to fight pollution. “We have to enact a plan right 
away or our cities will die," Mr. Di Meana said in 
an interview with the Turin daily La Stampa. 
“Pollution levels... are horrifying. The only reason 
doctors hold back from telling the truth about the 
consequences of pollution is because no-one wants 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil Tiger leader Velupillai 
Prabhakaran held a rare meeting with church 
leaders in his northern Sri Lanka stronghold 
Sunday, the state-owned Daily News reported 
Tuesday. The paper, quoting informed sources, 
said Mr. Prabhakaran agreed to release two 
detained policemen “as a gesture of goodwill to 
commence peace negotiations.” The two are 
among about 40 police known to be detained by 
the rebels. Among those who met Mr. Prabbakar- 
an in Jaffna town were Colombo's Anglican 
Archbishop Kenneth Fernando, and Jaffna's 
Catholic Bishop Thomas Saundranayagam. 


Graft probe targets Craxi 


ROME (R) — Magistrates lead- 
ing a major Italian corruption 
probe moved Tuesday to ask 
parliament to lift Socialist leader 
Bettino Craxi’s immunity from 
prosecution, court sources said. 

Mr. Craxi’s problems with the 
law and a bitter power struggle in 
his party have turned into a major 
liability for the Sodalist-led gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Giuliano Amato, a long-time 
Craxi protege. 

Hie leader of Italy's dominant 
Christian Democrats (DC) has 
voiced fears the crisis in the 
Socialist Party could bring down 
the Amato government. 

In a call that rocked Italy's 
political establishment, DC lead- 
er Mino Marti nazzolli urged Cra- 
xi Monday to take the initiative 
and himself ask for his immunity 
to be waived. 

“Amato's seat is shaking," 
warned the Turin daily La Stam- 
pa Tuesday. “The Amato govern- 
ment risks falling,” echoed the 
Milan daily Corriere Della Sera. 
"The government is in danger," 
said a front-page banner headline 
in the left-leaning L'Unita. 

The Milan public prosecutor 
sent a 118-page document to the 
Justice Ministry Tuesday detail- 
ing the case against Mr. Craxi. As 


Mr. Craxi is an MP, this has to be 
passed on to parliament before 
any legal action car. be taken 
against him. 

Parliamentary sources said they ex- 
pected the request to be for- 
malised later Tuesday or 
Wednesday. 

A committee of MPs will first 
have to decide whether the request 
is admissible. If it is, it will then 
be put to the vote before the 630 
members of the lower house. The 
Socialist leader is under huge 
pressure to resign before this 
happens. 

A vote would be a major per- 
sonal embarrassment for Mr. 
Amato because of hi$ dose ties to 
Mr. Craxi. It could also deeply 
split Mr. Amato's coalition. The 
DC, making dear it would not 
defend Mr. Craxi, has given its 
MPs freedom to vote as they 
wished. 

For Mr. Craxi, the affair is a 
shattering blow to the ambitions 
of a man who only a few months 
ago had been dreaming of return- 
ing to power, imposing a strong 
French-style presidential regime 
and eventually becoming its first 
head of state. 

The former premier was on 
Dec. 15 notified he faced possible 
charges of corruption, receiving 





Bettino Craxi 


stolen goods and breaking the law 
on political party funding. The 
case covers $25 million in bribes 
alleged to have been paid to Mr. 
Craxi’s party. 

Mr. Craxi, accusing the Milan 
prosecutors of pursuing a political 
vendetta, has denied any person- 
al wrongdoing but acknowledged 
all parties broke the law on poli- 
tical funding. 

Altogther 93 politicians and 
businessmen — many of them 
dose to Mr. Craxi — have been 
arrested so far in Milan as part of 
a probe into a well-oiled system 
of kickbacks paid to local officials 
in exchange for lucrative public 
contracts. 


OIC calls for armed 


intervention in Bosnia 


DAKAR (R) — The Organisa- 
tion of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC) Monday backed a call by 
Bosnian President Alija Izetbe- 
govic for armed intervention if 
Serb forces continued to shell 
Bosnian Muslims. 

“The Serbs should be notified 
to place the heavy weaponry in 
their possesion nnder effective 
international control ..." the 
OICs dosing resolution said. 

“If international control cannot 
be established then the heavy 
weaponry should be silenced tty 
military means and further milit- 
ary action against strategic targets 
should be considered.” 

Mr. Izetbegoyic earlier accused 
the Serbs of using peace talks in 
Geneva as a smokescreen for 
military action in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

Addressing the OIC emergen- 
cy meeting in the Senegalese 
capital, be said Bosnian Muslims 
would never allow an unjust 
peace to be imposed upon them. 

Mr. Izetbegovic left the Gene- 
va peace talks to fly to Dakar 
with a plea for diplomatic and 
financial support for bis embat- 
tled country. 

“I arrived here between two 
sessions of die Geneva confer- 
ence which has failed to bring 
peace to our country," be said. 
“It is. being used by aggressors 
only as a cover for continuing 
aggression against Muslims and 
other citizens of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina." 

In Geneva, Serbia’s nationalist 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
threw his weight behind a Bos- 
nian settlement drafted by inter- 


national mediators, calling on all 
three Bosnian factions — includ- 
ing the Serbs — to make it a basis 
for peace. 

But Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic, after three hours 
with international mediators, was 
still insisting on a mini-state — a 
demand blocking all progress in 
the four-month-old talks. 


Mr. Izetbegovic and the former 
Yugoslav republic's Croat leader 
Mate Boban have already said 
they accept the constitution prop- 
osed by the mediators. Mr. Izet- 
begovic was expected to return to 
Geneva Tuesday. 

The session or the OIC, which 
groups 51 Islamic states and orga- 
nisations, was called to discuss 
the fate of more than 400 Palesti- 
nians expelled to Lebanon by 
Israel. 

But the killing of Bosnia's Mus- 
lim deputy premier, Hakija Tura- 
jlic, by Serb gunmen Friday and 
reports of mass rape and murder 
of Bosnian Muslims by Serbs 
added the Balkan crisis to the 
agenda. 

The OIC secretary-general, 
Hamid A1 Gabid of Niger, called 
for armed intervention to protect 
Bosnian Muslims from attacks by 
Serbs. 


He said the United Nations 
must take action to end Serbian 
attacks and relieve beleaguered 
Sarajevo. 

“It is quite obvious that the use 
of force has now become an 
urgent and unavoidable necessity 
if one really wants to end the 
killings in Bosnia-Herzegovina,” 
Mr. Gabid said. 


Charles, Diana in 


row over press leaks 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
estranged Prince Charles and 
Princess Diana were plunged into 
another embarrassing row Tues- 
day with accusations that they 
used news media to publicise rival 
versions of their marital break- 
down. 

The heir to the throne and his 
wife fed details of their rift to 
different newspaper groups, 
fuelling media frenzy about the 
relationship, according to a 
leaked letter from the head of a 
press watchdog widely quoted in 
British newspapers. 

Headlines said the prince and 
princess of Wales invited some of 
the much-criticised media scru- 
tiny of their 12-year marriage — 
an embarrassment for the couple 
that dampened prospects of a 
dean break after, their official 
separation in December. 

Princess Diana in particular 
was criticised in the letter from 
Lord McGregor, the head of die 
Press Complaints Commission, 
fbr promoting her side of the 
story through a newspaper group 
including the tabloid Sun, famous 
for its royal exposes. 

Newspapers gleefully seized on 
die royal public relations war as 
ammunition against government- 
sponsored moves to crack down 
on die media following outrage 
over reporting of the private lives 
of die royals and other public 
figures. 

“Charles, Di and the Dirty 
Tricks,” said the Drily Mirror in 
a front-page rebuke to the couple 
and the government, which it said 
knew about the leaks. “Charles 
and Diana, far from being victims 
of a circulation battle by news- 
papers obsessed with royals were 
ruthlessly using the press to tell 


their side of the troubled mar- 
riage story," it said. 

The McGregor letter was writ- 
ten to Sir David Calcutt, a lawyer 
leading an inquiry into press be- 
haviour, who has incensed the 
press tty calling for statutory 
curbs on the media. 

Mr. McGregor, who has con- 
firmed the leaked letter is 
gpuuine, said newspaper prop- 
rietor Lord Rothermere told him 
in May 1991 that Prince Charles 
and Princess Diana had “each 
recruited national newspapers to 
cany their own accounts of their 
marital rifts.” 


The Daily Mail, part of Mr. 
Rothermere’s associated news- 
papers group, was one of a num- 
ber of tabloids that carried stories 
from early 1991 highlighting 
strains in the marriage. 

The letter also said Prime 
Minister John Major was told in 
1991 that the pair had leaked 
information to the media. Mr. 
Major last month announced the 
separation of Prince Charles, 44, 
and Princess Diana, 31, whose 
sons, William. 10 and Harry, 
eight, are being groomed as royal 
princes. 


Confirmation of widely held 
suspicions that the royals deliber- 
ately washed their dirty linen in 
public is yet another blow to the 
reputation of tbe monarchy and 
the Buckingham Palace public 
relations machine, which had re- 
peatedly denied rumours of collu- 
sion with tbe press. 

Newspapers and opposition 
politicians said the revelations 
could undermine sympathy for 
the unhappy couple and streng- 
then calls for a review of Britain's 
constitutional monarchy. 


Cambodia not ready 
for polls yet — UNTAC 


PHNOM PENH (R) — The head 
of the United Nations peacekeep- 
ing force in Cambodia — beset by 
Khmer Rouge intransigence and 
escalating political violence — 
says j he still hopes to hold elec- 
tions by May. 

Yasushi Akashi, head of the 
U.N.'s Transitional Authority in 
Cambodia (UNTAC), said Mon- 
day elections could not be held 
under the current political cli- 
mate, but he reaffirmed his inten- 
tion to proceed with two national 
polls by May “at the latest." 

“The atmosphere and condi- 
tions are not yet ripe for free and 
fair elections," he said on his 
return from a meeting with 
Cambodian Head of State Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk in Peking. 

Mr. Akashi heads the 22.000- 
strong UNTAC team which is 
charged with supervising two 
elections for Cambodia — one for 
a president and another for a 
constituent assembly. 

The ambitious U.N. 
peacekeeping mission has been 
plagued with difficulties caused 
primarily by the armed instransi- 
gence of the radical Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla faction and esca- 
lating incidents of violence 
directed against opposition poli- 
tical parties. 

During the past month, 14 
members of the pro-royatisi Fun- 
dnpec Party led by Prince Siha- 
nouk’s son have been killed. 

The strife, widely believed by 


observers to be the responsibility 
of disgruntled elements of the 
Phnom Penh government, 
prompted Prince Sihanouk to 
temporarily withdraw his support 
for UNTAC. 

On Jan. 8. Mr. Akashi met the 
prince in Peking and pursuaded 
him to change his mind, offering 
a range of tough new measures 
aimed at dealing with political 
'violence. 


These include the provision of 
UNTAC military and police 
guards at opposition party offices 
and U.N. magistrates to hear 
cases against instigators of civil 
strife. 

The UNTAC chief also warned 
of his intention to sack govern- 
ment or opposition faction' offi- 
cials implicated in pre-election 
violence. 


“I wilt not hesitate to excercise that 
authority where necessary and I 
think that rime is approaching 
when I may have to do it in a 
more open way than before," he 
said. 

Mr. Akashi said he believed 
Cambodia was going through a 
difficult transformation, but . the 
vast majority of people wanted to 
excerise their freedom of choice 
for a new democratic govern- 
ment. 

He hailed the decision of 
Prince Sihanouk to resume coop- 
eration with UNTAC and warmly 
endorsed his candidature- 
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No more 'Passion* 
beach in Malaysia , 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — ' A 
Malaysian state controlled by i 
fundamentalist Muslim party taa 
ordered the name of a wdf. 
known tourist spot — the Bes$ 
of Passionate Love — td. be 
changed. Instead it will be caf& 
Moonlight Beach, the New 
Straits Times newspaper saW, 
Tuesday in a report of toe renam- 
ing by the northeastern state of 
Ke I an tan, which is governed by 
the Partai Islam Se- Malaysia. Tbe 
newspaper said that while no 
Kelantan official was willing to 
explain the change," it was ob- 
vious that they did not want such 
a popular tourism spot in Kefan- 
tan to conjure images of lust and 
desire.’’ 
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Rooster ruffles 
feathers 
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MELBOURNE (R) — An An- K 
stralian lawyer is taking his nejgjk 1 
hours to court claiming damages 
for alleged stress caused by the 
crowing of their family rooster. 
Solicitor Con Kay issued a writ in 
Melbourne's county court claim- 
ing unspecified damages from 
cameraman Rob McKay .and Ufa 
radiographer wife Rene who 
owned the noisy bantam, Goldie. 
Rene McKay said she was sur- 
prised to receive the writ in De- 
cember as she thought the dispute 
bad been settled a year earlier 
when they decided to lock Goldie 
inside at night after Mr. Kay first 
wrote to them to complain of the 
noise. She said the rooster had 
been returned in the last month 
to his 'former owners, friends of 
the McKays who live In the same i 
Leafy suburb, but Mr. Kay in- 
tended to pursue the legal action. 


China selects ‘cat 
prince’ 
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PEKING (R) — China, where 
two decades ago raising a pet was 
a counter-revolutionary offence, 
has selected a “cal prince" iu a 
beauty contest in Shanghai, the 
Xinhua news agency said. 
“Luoluo," a three-year-old male 
Persian cat. won the title Sunday 
at the Shanghai cat contest, the 
first of its kind m China. More 
than 200 people tramped through 
the cold rain to offer their pet cats J 
to the judges for examination, the ™ 
news agency said. China’s hard- 
line communists once condemned 
pet raising as a bourgeois frill for 
the leisure classes. 
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‘High’ tides hit 
Algarve beach 


LISBON (R) — Heavy seas 
washed an underwater cache of 
hashish onto a beach in southern 
Portugal, thwarting smugglers 
who had attached it to offehore 
buoys, police said Monday. “So 
far we’ve recovered 1,200 kilog- 
rammes of hashish and two teams 
of divers and sniffer dogs are still 
finding more,” a police spokes- 
man told Reuters by telephoneL 
Storms on Dec. 22 threw the first 
packages onto a beach near 
Albufeira, one of the largest tour- 
ist resorts of Portugal's southern 
Algarve coast. Police had been 
fishing for drugs there since then, 
the spokesman said. 
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Eros statue looks 
set to retire 


LONDON (R) — Eros, the win| 
ed statue that has acted as j 
beacon for generations of tourist 
in central London's PiccadiU 
Circus, may have to be replaced 
restoration experts said Monday 
The three-metre aluminium fi 
gure was removed from its pedes 
tal three weeks ago for restore 
tion but experts said they wer 
baffled how to make repairs tha 
wmld last. Restorer Andrei 
Naylor said the leg had ahead 
been welded and filled with md 
ten aluminium but now expert 
were running out of ideas. “W 
are investigating resins but that' 
almost it, really. Everything els 
has been tried and failed.’ 
Naylor said. The statue, erect© 
in June 1893, could be put oi 
snow m a museum and replace 
with an aluminium replica mad 
after a previous restoration. 
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-Bolshoi gets p: 


LONDON 

daiy Bolshoi Ballet has 
pasting from British cr 
|?ew programme of d 
ugbts aimed at introdu 
to the masses. Billed I 
ten as the “Dance ev 
fentoty," the five-weel 
London s 3,800-seat A 
opened to a chorus of 
^^appointment from 

broken that newcomi 
its real merits f 
displays. Guardian di 
Mary.Clarke wrote on 
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